'yjsa*' 


TW® {AP) —A military court Tuesday completed questioning of 137 
Muslim fanaimentaliiti on trfallbr allegedly s n utBpti n g to «*»» 

wvenamtttt. "Hie trial, one of the largest ta.it* kind in North Africa, was 
Kyoomed until July 30 to allow the defence to prepare dosing BramBeats. 
A total of 171 fd mfam f irfa fistg we charged in the case, inctalag 34 bem 
tried in absentia. A sec o nd military trial, involving 106 fundamentalists 
charged m the same a ll e ge d plot, has been adjourned antfiJaly 27. More 
man 50 of the accused in die two trials could face the A-h. penalty. The 
ddtodatft, members or snppoiten of xbe outlawed fendamcalalirt group 
A1 Nafadba, ham denied they plotted the viol*** overthrow of the 
and srid they sought peaceful means of expanding opposition 
potitittl activity. About 30 of the defendants are soldiers. Several 
d e f e n dants testified during the trial that mnfcMnw w w miw 

torture. 



An independent Arab political daily put 


Press Foundation 

jaJj 


Jordan, Germany hold economic talks 

AMMAN (Petra) “Jordan and Germany concluded p reliminar y talks on 
bilateral relations and German technical and capital assistance that will be 
extended to Jordan this year. The talks, which were held at die Ministry of 
P lanning , were chaired on die Jodanan s&e by Planning Minister 7i«a 
Faria on the German side by director erf the Near East Department at the 
Ministry of Economic Cooperation. The nn« reviewed cooperation 
between Ac td) countries in various fields and die economic situation in 
Jordan. Mr. Fariz paid tribute to Germany's tw*nii^i anH capital support 
for Jordan. In another development, the Cabinet approved Tbesday a 
loan agreement between the Jordanian government and a German famir 
Under the trams of (he agreement, the bank wOl provide for the 
government a loan worth DM 32 tmflkn (about JD 14 mfltion) to finance 
xommodify imports. The Cabinet also decided to authorise the finance 
nmnster to agn the agreement. Ir also approved recommendations by the 
minis t er of finance and health to invite tenders to maintain the ministry of 
health’s hospitals in Irt*d, Salt, Zarqa, Maan and Mafraq at a unal of 

JD 2^00,000. 
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Baker: All settlements are obstacles to peace 

U.S. secretary disagrees with Rabin’s definition, but deal seen over loan guarantees 

Mubarak accepts 


Iraq media silent on 
Saddam rumour 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq's official 
media made no mention of 
rinnoure circulating in the Middle 
East on Tuesday that President 
Saddam Hussein had been assas- 
sinated. Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency (MENA),, moni- 
tored by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation in London, mid in a 
despatch from Kuwait the 
rumours had spread there but 
that there was no Information 
confirming them. In Cairo a 
senior official at die Egyptian 
said he had no in- 
irmation to support the 



Baker made 
courtesy call to 
Shamir 

AMMAN. (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker, whose 
relations with Israel were rocky 
when Yitzhak Shanrir was in pow- 
er; made a brief, personal tele- 
phone call to the former prime 
minister during his visit to the 
Jewish state tins week. A senior 
U.S. official said Mr. Baker told 
Mr. Shamir be “did not want to 
be in Israel without saying *hel- 
l6’ r ” The call was “totaljyperson- 
al” and Mr. Shamir “said be 
appreciated it,” the official said. 

Peres accepts 
Moscow invitation 

• -TEL AVTV (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres has 
accepted an invitation to go to 
Moscow soon for talks with his 
Russian counterpart, a foreign 
ministry spokesman said. Ike in- 
vitation came from Russian fore-, 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
said the mini s try spokesman. He 
quoted. Mr. Peres as saymg.the 
meeting would help keep up the 
momentum of Middle East 
Peacemaking. No date has been 
set for the visit. 

Drug hauls mount at 
vfcondon airports 

LONDON (AP) — Customs 
agents at London’s three airports 
seized £57.2 million ($108 mil- 
lion) worth of drags in 1991-92, a 
22.5 per cent increase over 1990- 
91, tiie customs and excise de- 
partment said Tuesday. David 
Chesters, the customs agent in 
charge of drag seizures at Lon- 
don's Gatwick airport, said 
agents had discovered cocaine 
dissolved in bottles of ru.'t and 
even braided into a woman's >air. ’ 

U.N. envoy due In 
Libya 

TUNIS (R) — A senior U.N. 
envoy is expected in Tripoli on 
Wednesday ahead of a Security 
Council review of Libya’s alleged 
flfble in a Pan Am airliner bomb- 
ing over Lockerbie in 1998, diplo- 
mats in Libya said. U.N. 
Undersecretary-General Vladi- 
mir Petrovsky was scheduled to 
arrive in Tumsa on Tuesday and 
travel on to Tripoli by road, the 
diplomats told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Amman airlift sets - 
Guinness record 


DELHI (R) — The 
airlift of more than 


NEW 
emergency 
140,000 Indians following Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait will be recog- 
msed in the 1993 edition of the 
Guinness Book of World Re- 
cords, a New Delhi minister said 
on Tuesday. “Guinness has rec- 
ognised air India's perfor ma nce 
airlifting over 100,000 stranded 
endian nati onals from Amman 
during the period August- 
October 1990 as a record,” Minis- 
ter of Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Madhavrao Scindia said. 

'Yugoslavs’ may 
Compete in 
Olympics 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — A 
Security Council committee on 
Tuesday authorised participation 
of jndmdoal Yugoslav athletes | 
in the Olympic Games bat ban-: 
ned team competition as a viola- 
tion of U.N. sanctions against 
Yugoslavia, a committee member. 
Reported. The committee mem- 
s|fr, Katsumi Sezaki, told repor- 
ters that the U.N. committee 
ad m in is t e ring sanctions against 
Yugoslavia also deckled that the 
athletes from what is called 
Yugoslavia would not participate 
in The opening parade or dosing 
ceremonies. 


King voices optimism 
for peace with new 
government in Israel 

.By Sana Atiyeh and P.V. Yivekanand 


AMMAN — U.S. Secretary erf 
State James Baker Tuesday dis- 
agreed with Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's, dassffication 
of Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories as “pofitio- 
al" and “security” oriented, and 
said that Washington considered 
all settlements as “obstacle to 
peace.” 

“We make no differentiation 
when we say settlements are 
obstacle to peace,” Mr. Baker 
said at a joint press conference 
with IBs Majesty King Hussein 
after five boors of talks in Am- 
man. 

The obvious disagreement with 
Mr. Rabin, whom Mr. Baker met 
at least four times Sunday and 
Monday, was, however, later 
toned down by the secretary of 
state. 

“Security installations are 
s o me t hin g that we view different- 
ly don settlements,” he said and 
cited to the terms of reference for 
the peace talks as a baas for this 
outlook. 

“In our opinion (Security 
Council Resolution) 242 has ing- 
redients that require cdhsklera- 
tionsof Israel's security,” he said. 
'"And s ecurity installations are 
something that we distinguish 
from you might call security set- 
tlements.” 

There are dozens of. Israeli 
military installations, ondfaace 
centres and radar stations in the 
Jordan Valley as well as other 
parts of tiie occupied t er r itori es, 
including Syria’s Golan Heights, 
and Mr. Rabin has said that die 
“security” settlements he had in 
mind indude these areas as well 
as occupied Jerusalem. 

King Hussein, in bis comments 
at tiie press conference, did not 
directly refer to the issue of set- 
tlements but pointed out that 
Jordan's position has always been 
that Israel should halt all settle- 
ment activities in the occupied 


territories. “You are obviously 
aware of oar views,” he told a 
reporter. 

The King, in his first public 
comment on pro sp ects for peace 
with the Rabin g overn m ent in 
power in Israel, expressed optim- 
ism in the wake of the departure 
from power of the right-wing 
government of Yitzhak Shamir. 

“I believe that we are on the 
verge of a generally-viewed effort 
to seee progress towards peace. 
And hopefully what has been set 
on track will accelerate towards a 
very dear objective,” the Eng 
said. 

The Kmg said the Israeli vo- 
ters’ choice of Mr. Rabin as their 
next prime minister indicated “an 
interest in faring | historic... cru- 
cial moment to finally and hope- 
fully to achieve p ro gre s s ... In 
bring in g to an end long nrffcriag 
for aQ concerned for all on either 
side of die (Gride — Palestinians, 
Israelis, Jordanians, and 
Arabs...” 

“We are stiO trying to figure 
out how we go from here, but 
there are promising signs and we 
are very encouraged.” 

Standing next to the King at 
die Royal Court press confer- 
ence, Mr. Baker agreed. “I like 
to think that there are opportuni- 
ties now that should be taken 
advantage of and they will be 
taken advantage of....” 

“We think that the change (in 
die Israeli government) should 
offer some opportunity for posi- 
tive movement forward in the 
process that we are engaged in, in 
searching for peace in this region 
that so badly needs it and so 
rightly deserves it,” be added. 

Mr. Baker arrived here after 
two days of talks with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders in the occu- 
pied territories in his first visit to 
die region in nine months. 

(Combined an page 5) 



Rabin 9 s invitation 


His Majesty King H u s s ein and U.S. Secretary .of State James Baker at their meeting Tuesday (Photo 
by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Washington sees ‘more effective’ 
enforcement of Iraq sanctions 


By Sana Atiyeh * 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker on Tuesday 
- signalled a possible turn towards 
easing pressure on Jordan by 
voicing satisfaction with the King- 
dom's adherence to die U.N.- 
imposed trade sanctions against 
Iraq. 

Speaking to reporters at the 
Royal Palace after a five-hour 
meeting with His Majesty King 
Hussein, Mr. Baker stressed what 
be described as “leakage of pro- 
ducts and goods” from Jordan 
into Iraq bad been reduced in the 
past few weeks. 

“In recent days and weeks, we 
see much stronger and more 
effective sanctions enforcement,” 
Mr. Baker said standing next to 
King Hussein. “We see reduced 
leakage of goods and products 
across the Jordanian-lraqi bor- 


der.” 

The King, reiterating that Jor- 
dan bad not deviated from its 
international commitment in 
abiding by the United Nations 
resolutions imposing the sanc- 
tions, stressed that Jordan’s cre- 
dibility was “very important to 
us.” 

“We continue to do whatever 
we can within the level of helping 
the people of Iraq regarding food 
and medicine, which is permitted 
tinder these resolutions,” the 
King said as Mr. Baker nodded 
bis head in agreement. 

“But our credibility is very 
important to us on all levels 
where we wOl resist and have 
resisted putting that in question 
regarding sanctions-busting,” the 
King added in an obvious ex- 
planation of why Jordan' rejected 
an American proposal to station 
U.N. inspection teams in its terri- 
tory. 


“On the other hand, we are 
determined to make sure that 
nobody can point the finger at us 
and say that we are not bring up 
to our word and to our commit- 
ment,” he added. . 

Jordan has been accused by 
American congressmen as well as 
by the media of violating the 
embargo on Iraq, and the propos- 
al to station inspectors in the 
Kingdom came in wake of such 
charges, which, many diplomatic 
sources say, have never been 
proved beyond reasonable doubt. 

Jordanian officials have said 
that the charges against the King- 
dom was a case of selective 
approach since there are massive 
sanction-busting across the Ira- 
nian, Turkish and Syrian borders. 

Mr. Baker conceded that there 
was ’ violation of the embargo 
across “other” borders of Iraq, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Military strike said possible against Iraq 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— A multinational aiistrike 
against Iraq has become inevit- 
able because of Baghdad’s refusal 
to inspection of a ministry build- 
ing, according to a Security 
Council diplomat. 

Members of the council gener- 
ally fed they have no choice but 
to order a brief airstrike against 
Iraq to show that tiie United 
Nations cannot be toyed with, the 
source told the AP. 

Such a strike would be ex- 
ecuted within 10 days and prob- 
ably would involve U.S., British, 
French and Saudi cooperation, 
several diplomats confirmed, the 
AP reported. 

The action - would only be. 
ordered if Iraq continues to bar 
U-N. weapons inspectors from 
teriwg die agricultural mm i a r y . 
in Baghdad, the diplomats said. 

British Ambassador David 
Hamray said separately and pub- 
licly that military action a gai ns t 
Iraq bad net been ruled out. 


A U.S. State Department 
spokesman said the U.S. would 
consult other members of the 
Gulf war coalition on bow to 
resolve the standoff between 
U.N. arms inspectors and Iraqi 
nffiriah in Baghdad. 

The inspectors have been bar- 
red since July 5 from entering tiie 
agriculture ministry where the 
Dinted Nations believes Iraq has 
hidden mffitaiy secrets. 

'The U.S. is determined tosee 
that Iraq meets all its internation- 
al obligations under Security 
Conned resolutions. We* hold 
Iraq responsible for tiie safety of 
all U.N. personnel in Iraq,” 
spokesman Joseph Snyder told 
reporters. 

“We are consulting with key 
coalition partners on steps to 
ens ure Iraqi compliance with 
Security Council resolutions.” 

Rolf Ekeas, bead of a special 
commission set op to rid Iraq of 
its we ap ons of mass destruction 
under the terms of the Gulf war 


ceasefire, left Baghdad over the 
weekend after fading to persuade 
tiie Iraqis to allow U.N. inspec- 
tors full access to the building. 

Any strike would be followed 
by increased air surveOlaDce of 
Iraq end expansion of the U.N.- 
imposed air embargo to bar all 
Iraqi frights except for relief mis- 
sions approved on a case-by-case 
basis, the Security Council diplo- 
mat said. 

The council diplomat, who 
attended Monday’s dosed-door 
sessions on the Iraqi standoff, 
said Kuwait has offered use of its 
air bases, Turkey would make 
available its Inrirtik air base on 
Iraq’s northern broder, and Sandi 
Arabia was offering the use of 
radar planes for any strike. 

Tw^ Security Council diplo- 
mats said they felt Baghdad was 
forcing the United Nation’s hand. 
The council must back up . the 
terms of tiie Gulf war truce that 
permit weapons inspectors to 
search for documents and 


weaponry. It cannot capitulate to 
Iraqi demands to choose particu- 
lar inspectors or allow other 
terms of the truce to be so flag- 
rantly disregarded. 

The U.N. Security Council was 
meeting again Tuesday on bow to 
force Iraq to obey its demands. 

■ No ultimatum was issued or 
deadline set. 

In Baghdad waves of demon- 
strators jeered U.N. inspectors 
and the government vowed never 
to let the inspectors enter the 
b ufldmg . 

. The official press heaped abuse 
on the inspectors. 

“The inspection team shall not 
enter the bufldmg,” declared Ai 
Thawra, newspaper of the ruling 
Baath Party. 

“Inspection of the ministry 
would set q precedent that could 
be exploited by future inspection 
teams to trample on tiie dignity of 
the country and the people,” Al 
Thawra saw. 


Israeli soldier killed, five wounded in Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
gendes) One Israeli soldier 
was kilted and five were wound- 
edf in South Lebanon Tbesday 
when a bomb planted by guerril- 
las .exploded under an Israeli 
tank, s ec uri ty- source s said. 

The sources, quoted by Reu- 
ters, said five civilians were later 
wounded when Israeli gunners 
bombarded seven villages in re-, 
tafiation for the bombing and 
three other guerrilla attacks in 
Israel “security zone” in the 
south. 

They said the bomb exploded 
beneath the tank at a crossroads 
near the villages of Beit Yahooa 
ami Braacfait, killing one soldier 
and wounding three, as IsareG 
patrols were.combmg the area for 

gperriFas. 

Socrces quoted by tiie Assod- - 
ated Press only said four soldiers 
were wounded. 


The bombing followed raids by 
'guerrillas firing machmeguns and 
anti-tank rockets on positions 
manned by the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) - 

miHtia near Braacfait and Beit 
Yaboun. 

Guerrillas also fired rockets 
into the village of Houla deep 
inside the “security zone” two' 
kflometres west of the Israeli 
border. There were no SLA 
casualties, the sources added. 

Tire Israeli army confirmed 
that one Israeli sokfier was lolled 
and five were wounded in two 
guerrilla attacks in South Leba^ 
mm. 

Israel withheld reports of tire 
■ ipddents for about 12 hoars . 

The army announcement said 
Israeli artillery retaliated against- 
“guerrilla targets north erf tiie 
security zone.*. 

An Israeli military source, who 


insisted on anonymity, said there 
has been an increase in guerrilla 
activity in the “security zone” in 
recent days and blamed Hizbol- 
lah for the upsurge. 

The army statement said the 
first incident occurred before 
dawn when an army unit operat- 
ing in Beit Yahoun came under 
fixe. 

“The guerrillas, who were in 
several squads, fired light 
weapons, rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and Law (anti-tank) mis- 
siles,” the army said. 

One soldier died and three 
were wounded, one moderately 
and two lightly, the announce- 
ment said. 

The other unit was hit with a* 
roadside explosive, injuring two 
“very lightly,” it added. 

Hizbollab said, its fighters 
fought a “heroic battle” against 
Israeli troops in Smith Lebanon 


“killing and wounding several 
enemy troops.” 

A statement telephoned by 
Hizbollah’s press office to news 
o rganisatio ns in Beirut pledged 
that the g ro u p would “maintain 
the jihad until the land is liber- 
ated.” 

Security sources in South Leba- 
non said the initial attacks 
apparently were aimed at luring 
the Israelis into sending rein- 
forcements to the northern edge 
of the “security rone” after the 
guerrillas had planted a powerful 
roadside bomb. 

The attackers used automatic 
rifles, rocket-propelled grenade 
launchers, mortars and Soviet- 
designed katyusha rockets. 

The Israelis, according to the 
sources, then sent reinforcements 
in armoured personnel carriers 
and the guerrillas detonated the 
bomb. 


Truce 
holds in 
Kabul 

KABUL (Agencies) — Fighting 
subsided in the Afghan capital on 
Tuesday as a ceasefire took effect 
but hundreds of families con- 
tinued to pom out of Kabul’s 
worst-hit districts. 

After three days of heavy shell- 
ing, western parts of Kabul were 
quiet and tiie government called 
for a lasting end to the violence 
that killed scores of people and 
wounded hundreds. 

“From now on anyone who is 
firing will be opposed by Jihadi 
(government) forces,” a source 
dose to President Burhannuddin 
Rabbani said. 

Despite the halt in hostilities 
between two of the armed fac- 
tions in Kabul, hundreds of fami- 
lies were still streaming out of the 
worst-affected districts to safety. 

At least 100 people have been 
killed and more than 500 wound- 
ed in fighting this week between 
Hezb-e-Wahdat, a mostly Shiite 
guerrilla coalition financed by 
Iran, and tire orthodox Ittehad-e- 
IsLami supporters by Saudi Ara- 
bia and underground Arab 
groups. 

The barrage of rockets sub- 
sided Monday night, and the dty 
became qniet again with a 

government-brokered truce. 

But most residents in the west- 
ern and southern suburbs, where 
most of the fighting occurred, 
were convinced the iufl was only' 
temporary. 

Beginning at dawn, hundreds 
of families bundled their clothes 
and pots mid pans in blankets and 
rolled up their crimson carpets 
and loaded them on to buses and 
trucks and beaded towards the 
MBs that ring the city. Most 
walked beside the vehicles; many 

(Continued on page 5) 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosiri 
Mubarak said Tuesday he has 
accepted an invitation from 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
visit Israel and that a new chapter 
in Egyptian-Israeli relations has 
begun. Mr. Mubarak also told a 
news conference held jointly with 
Mr. Rabin that Egypt and Israel 
can push forward the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

But Mr. Mubarak said more 
confidence-buiiding is needed 
from Israel than just a temporary 
suspension of Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories. 

Neither he nor Mr. Rabin, who 
flew to Israel later in the day, 
mentioned any concrete agree- 
ment, saying only that they had 
exchanged views. 

' The two leaders spoke after 
one and a half hours of private 
talks. 

In reply to a question, Mr. 
Mubarak offered to host bilateral 
Arab-Israeli negotiations, stalled 
for three months, in Cairo. Mr. 
Rabin said Israel initially is com- 
mitted to having the talks resume 
in Rome but would welcome 
shifting them to Cairo later. 

Mr. Rabin promised after tak- 
ing office last week to accelerate 


the peace talks. He also has 
pledged to reach an agreement 
for Palestinian autonomy in the 
occupied territories within nine 
months from becoming prime 
minister. 

Mr. Mubarak on Tuesday 
pointed out a need for Israel to 
move quickly also on a settlement 
with Syria. 

The Mubarak-Rabin summit, 
the first between Egypt and Israel 
in six years, was aimed at con- 
tinuing a process they began in 
1979 when they signed a peace 
treaty. 

Mr. Rabin came with the de- 
clared intention of seeking Mr. 
Mubarak’s help in injecting a new 
life into the peace talks that 
began last October in Madrid, 
Spain. 

Another aim was to improve 
bilateral ties chilled by Cairo’s 
resentment of former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's hard- 
line stance on peace issues — his 
refusal to make territorial conces- 
sions and his hurried construction 
of Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Remarks by the two leaders to 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO works on new 
strategy in peace talks 

TUNIS (R) — Senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leaders met Tuesday to coordin- 
ate their response to peace over- 
tures by new Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. 

“The leadership must assess 
the situation after the Israeli elec- 
tions which created new condi- 
tions ... to deal with,” said PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Mahmoud Abbas before the 
meeting. 

Hie two-day strategy meeting 
in Tunis, which began on Monday 
night, follows talks in occupied 
Jerusalem on Monday between 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Palestinian leaders 
from th£ occupied territories. 

PLO leaders are divided over 
how to react to Mr. Rabin’s 
pledge to reach an agreement 
with Palestinians in tbe occupied 
territories for limited self-rale 
within a year. 

Mr. Rabin has also announced 
the suspension of new Jewish 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“There are some positive 
aspects in what Rabin is saying on 
elections and interim self- 
government for Palestinians,” 
said Mr. Abbas, wbo beads a 
committee Hwang with peace 


negotaitors from the occupied 
territories talking with Israel. 

“There are issues, tike settle- 
ments and Jerusalem, we do not 
agree (with Mr. Rabin) on and 
could discuss in talks with tiie 
Israelis. But let’s discuss the first 
two points (self-rule and elec- 
tions) to test Rabin who has 
always talked about them,” he 
added. 

Palestinians said Mr. Abbas' 
views were shared by several 
other senior PLO officials and 
had set the tone for tbe meeting 
held behind closed doors. 

But they said they expected 
resistance from groups such as 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) led by 
George Habash and the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation 
(DFLP) of Palestine led by Nayef 
Hawatmeh. 

“Whatever self-rule disposi- 
tions taken couldn't constitute a 
basis for the instauration of 
peace,” the DFLP wrote in a 
working paper for the meeting. 

The meeting was being 
attended by PLO Executive 
Committee members, leaders of 
tire PLO factions and Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh, speaker 
of tbe Palestine National Council. 


State utilities targeted 
in Algerian confronation 

Monday that several members of 
the band had been wounded but 
gave no details. A gun battle 
Saturday killed a leader of the 
group, according to media re- 
ports. 

There has been increasipg un- 
rest since sentencing last week of 
the two top leaders of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), Abassi 
Madam and Ali Belhadj, to 12 
years m prison for fomenting 
insurrection. 

The banned movment has cal- 
led for sympathisers to express 
refusal of the verdict “through all 
legitimate means.” 

APS, qnoting sources, said 
security forces had to use their 
guns to disperse rioters in the 
Islamic bastion of Hussein-dey, 
one of at least half of a dozen 
districts in the dty shaken by 
violence. 

Security forces have arrested 
scores of people among the fun- 
damentalist ranks. Another eight 
people were detained in ‘Ain 
Delia region. 110 kilometres 
southwest of Algiers, APS said. 

A former elected FIS mayor in 
Lakhdaria, bunted since last 
February when a state of 
emergency was imposed, surren- 
dered to the gendarmerie on Sun- 
day. the agency added. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Bombs 
blew up two telephone switching 
stations Tuesday in eastern 
Algeria as soldiers continued to 
hunt a band of armed Islamic 
extremists. 

The bombs near Batna knock- 
ed out 2400 lines of capacity used 
by state enterprises like Air 
Algerie, national radio and tele- 
virion, and the natural gas firm 
Souagaz, police reported. 

Explosives experts disarmed a 
separate bomb planted outside 
the Batna office of the Caisse 
Algerienne d’ Assurances, the 
natioanl insurance company, 
police reported. 

The attacks continued five days 
of violence that began after Fri- 
day prayers until dashes between 
security forces and Muslim fun- 
damentalists protesting prison 
terms for seven top leaders. 

At least six people have died, 
including a police chief gunned 
down Monday in the eastern dty 
of Constantine, according to offi- 
cial media reports. Scores have 
been arrested 

Security forces trained in 
counter-terrorism Tuesday con- 
tinued’ trying to flush out an 
armed Islamic band'from a forest 
surrounding the eastern dty of 
Setif, authorities reported. 

The APS news agency reported 
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Lebanese hold on to their 

■ • 

weapons despite ultimatum 


BEIRUT (R) — A government 
deadline for Lebanese to surren-' 
der tens of thousands of weapons 
expired on Tuesday but only a 
handful- of civilians handed- in 
snbtnadnneguns, rifles and pis- 
tols. 

“I don’t plan to use my gun but 
TD never give it op. Guns are 
considered men's jewellery 
here," said a 31-year-old banker 
who owns a U.S.-made M-16 rifle 
and asked only to be identified as 
Khalil. 

President Elias Hrawi’s gov- 
ernment gave the Lebanese one 
month to hand over their private 
arsenals to the array before Tues- 
day having disarmed the coun- 
1 try's private armies last year. 

Military sources said only a 
handful of Chilians had come 
forward and given up their arms. 
The army from Tuesday has one 
mouth to storm hideouts, suspi- 
cious places and search cars to 
seize all light arms. 

The sources said that troops 
would soon move across most of 
the country to seize all arms 
before the first general election in 
20 years which is expected in late 
August or early September. 

“How can the government ask 
us to hand over our weapons 
while we still don't feel safe*’ 



RHas Hrawi 

said Darwish, 57, a Beirut taxi 
driver and father of nine who 
owns a Soviet-made AK-47 rifle. 

“I have children. Who will 
protect them from thieves and 
gangsters? The government can't 
do it, but I can," he added. 

Mr. Hussein, 34, said he re- 
fused to surrender his AK-47 
because was not sure Lebanon's 
civil war which ended in 1990 was 
over for good. Thousands of rio- 
ters toppled the government on 
May 6. 

“In the past we thought it was 


: over and abandoned our guns- 
only to retain to them later. Why 
should it be different this time?” 
said Hussein, adding that his rifle 
was well-hidden in his home. 

The sources said the army was 
gathering information and would 
storm militia caches before look- 
ing for tens of thousands of sob- 
machineguns, rifles, pistols and 
revolvers in civilian hands. 

The disbanded militia were 
ordered last year to hand over 
heavy and medium weapons but 
were allowed to keep light arms. 

In another move to prepare the 
ground for polls, tank-led troops 
returned on Monday to devas- 
tated villages in mountains south- 
east of Beirut to allow refrigees to 
return home. 

Tens of thoosands of civilians 
fled their homes in the Shouf 
Mountains during battles with 
fighters in 1983. 

Opponents of the elections are 
demanding that all displaced peo- 
ple return to their homes before 
the polls. The government is ex- 
pected to set a date for the 
election this week. 

But the army's deployment is 
widely seen as insufficient as most 
of the villages were virtually flat- 
tened and many refugees cannot 
afford to rebuild bouses even if 
they dare to return. 


Iran expels 

British 

diplomat 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has 
ordered the third secretary at the 
British embassy in Tebran to 
leave the country within a month 
because of actions ''violating di- 
plomatic norms,” the- Iranian 
news agency IRNA said on 
Tuesady. 

IRNA quoted an “informed 
source" at the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry for the expulsion of 
Geoffrey Brammer, but did not 
say when he was ordered out or 
specify his alleged offence. 

A Foreign Office spokesman in 
London said on Monday Britain 
had strongly protested .to Iran 
over the detention of Mr. ‘'Bram- 
mer by security officials in 
Tehran for several horny on Jon 
17. 

IRNA quoted the Iranian 
source as saying Iran's relations 
with other countries were based 
on mutual respect, non- 
interference in each other’s inter- 
nal affairs and respect for interna- 
tional conventions. 

Iran would never tolerate a 
breach of these principles, the 
source said. 

He added that the British gov- 
ernment bad been asked to notify 
its diplomats to observe these 
principles, IRNA said. 

'rfrc Foreign Office spokesman 
said Mr. Brammer was arrested 
after completing a game of 
squash with an Iranian pilot with 
whom he had made friends. It 
was alleged he had formed the 
friendship as pan of a plan to spy 
on Iran. He was not mistreated. 

The spokesman said the Ira- 
nian charge d'affaires was sum- 
moned to the Foreign Office on 
June 18 to receive a protest and a 
demand for an apology and. an 
explanation. 

The incident was not made 
public at the time "because we 
did not want to exacerbate the 
situation he said. 

Britain and Iran restored di- 
plomatic relations in September 
1990 after an 18-month break 
oyer British writer Salman Rush- 
die’s book “The Satanic Verses." 

Tehran had denounced the 
book and in February 1989 Iran’s 
late leader Ayatollah Rufaollah 
Khomeini issued a call for Mr. 
Rushdie to be killed for blas- 
pheming Islam. ’Hie call has not 
been revoked. 


Amnesty says Syria holds 
thousands without trial 


LONDON (R) — Human rights 
group Amnesty International said 
on Wednesday that Syria holds 
thousands of political prisoners 
without trial despite efforts to 
dean up its human rights reoord. 

Syria released some 2,000 pris- 
oners at the end of last year, bbt 
this still left thousands !□ deten- 
tion, some of whom are tortured 
or die in custody in violation of 
their human rights. Amnesty said 
in a statement 

It urged Syria to set up ari 
independent body to investigate 
torture and deaths in custody, 
and to free unconditionally any 
prisoners held without trial. 

“Despite the welcome releases, 
nothing has been done to end the 
grave violations of political pris- 
oners' rights which have persisted 
in Syria for nearly 30 years,'* it 
said. 

•“The presidential pardons 


granted in die last seven mouths 
do not redeem the country’s re- 
cord on human rights." 

Amnesty said state of emergen- 
cy legislation allows for the inde- 
finite detention of prisoners with- 
out charges or trial of anyone 
“endangering security and public 
order." 

It said several thousand people 
bad been held under these laws, 
some for more than two decades. 
Some doctors and engineers held 
since a one-day strike more titan' 
11 years ago were stfll thought to 
be in detention, the report said. 

“Amnesty International is 
urging the Syrian government to 
establish an independent body to 
investigate torture and deaths in 
custody, to free immediately and 
unconditionally all prisoners of 
conscience and to release other 
political detainees if they are not 
given prompt, fair trials.” 


Somali premier asks for 
10,000 U.N. peacekeepers 


GENEVA (R) — The prime 
minister of Somalia's interim gov- 
ernment appealed on Monday for 
the United Nations to send 
10,000 peacekeeping troops to 
help restore law and order in his 
country. 

Omar Arteb Ghalib, who 
serves under self-styled interim 
President Ali Mahdi Mohammad, 
told a news conference he did not 
want the U.N.. “Blue Berets"' to 
take sides in the factional fighting 
“but simply to maintain peace 
and order.” 

“I appeal to the United Na- 
tions and friendly governments to 
help us," he declared. “I would 
like to request 10,000 peacekeep- 
ers. Knowing our Somali people, 
they are very tough, and tbere- 
fore very tough action is 
needed.” 

Somalia has been tom by tribal 
and factional conflict for several 
months after opposition groups, 
who combined to oust former 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bane 
in early 1991, fell out among 
themselves. 

The fighting has devastated the 
capital Mogadishu and other 
areas of the country have been 
badly hit. At least 30,000 people 
have died, many of them chil- 
dren, and one in six of the 7.2 
million population are re- 
fugees. 

Earlier on Monday, a U.N. 


official in Nairobi said the war- 
ring factions had agreed to the 
deployment of a 47-man military 
observer force in Mogadishu, a 
once-flourishing port and market 
city. 

"The observers will be in 
Somalia within a week,” Carlton 
James senior U.N. information 
officer, told Reuters. 

They will monitor a ceasefire 
agreed nearly five months ago but 
often broken by street fighting. 
Their deployment is seen by relief 
workers as a major step towards 
returning a semblance of order to 
a nation tom apart by 18 months 
of civil war. 

Mr. James said agreement was 
reached after talks between U.N. 
special envoy Mohammad 
Sahnouu and “all parties con- 
cerned with restoring peace.” 

One of Somalia's fending fac- 
tion chiefs had blocked deploy- 
ment of the U.N. observers to 
protest against a cargo of bank- 
notes ferried to an opponent by 
an aircraft once leased by the 
United Nations for mercy flights. 

Mohammad Farah Aideed,. 
warlord of southern Mogadishu, 
said the money would bolster his 
rival. President Air Mahdi. 

At his Geneva news confer- 
ence, Prime Minister Ghalib 
binned Aideed for the bloodshed 
over the past few' months. 



BAKER MISSION: Hfe Majesty King Husdn 
and U.S. Secretary of State Junes Baker Tuesday 


cbdr Jordanian- American talks oh the Middle East 
peace process (Petra photo) 


More Iraqi 
nuclear 
facilities 
destroyed 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
destroyed under U.N. supervi- 
sion buildings and equipment 
at two sites intended for its 
nuclear programme, a 
weapons inspection team lead- 
er said on Monday. 

The wrecking of four build- 
ings at each site with explosives 
and power drills stripped Iraq 
of its last potential tp develop a 
nuclear bomb using electro- 
magnetic isotope separation 
(EMIS), Richard Hooper, a 
expert from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), told reporters. 

The demolition job was car- 
ried out in the past few days, 
unaffected by Iraq’s dispute 
with other U.N. inspectors de- 
manding access to the agricul- 
ture ministry in Baghdad under 
the ceasefire terms 'which' «n^ 
ded the 1991 Gulf war. 

The nudear sites were at 
Tarmiya 50 kilometres north of 
the capital and A! ShergsS 300 
kilometres to the northwest. 

“We finished for the most 
part activates regarding render- 
ing harmless the EMIS sites,” 
Mr. Hooper said. EMIS is a 
way of enriching uranium to a 
level needed for a nuclear 
bomb. 

“Three of four bufldiiifes at 
each site were for power. 
EMIS requires quite large 
amounts of power,” said Mr. 
Hooper, an American who 
leads a 13-member team. 

Asked how well Iraq cooper- 
ated, Mr. Hooper, 50, said, 
“Superb- No problems what- 
soever.’’ 

Asked whether there were 
still unanswered questions ab- 
out Iraq's nudear programme, 
Mr. Hooper said: “I think for 
the most part the pr o gram me is 
very consistently understood.” 

Gaps in the picture mostly 
concerned centrifuges, another 
method of enriching uranium. 
“We’ve not been able to verily 
the supplier, amounts of mate- 
rial and other things,” he said. 

Iraq has refused to tell the 
U.N. who assisted in building 
its nudear programme. 

U.N. inspectors have 
scoured Iraq in the belief that 
it may be concealing centri- 
fuges and an underground plu- 
tonium reactor. 

Asked whether he still 
thought Iraq had a hidden plu- 
tonium reactor, Mr. Hooper 
said: “It is an avenue that we 
have looked at and we have no 
inspection data to support 
that.” 


Baker may also jumpstart 
Bush’s reelection campaign 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Secretary of State James Baker 
— in the Middle East to jump- 
start Mideast peace talks — has 
fanned speculation that be might 
resign .to do the same thing for 
President George Bash’s reelec- 
tion campaign. 

In fact, rumours range from 
Mr. Balter leaving bis post at the 
conclusion Of las Mideast trip 
next week to Mr. Baker replacing 
Vice-President Dan Qnayle on 
the ticket, which has been denied 
by top strategists. 

Still, the signs point to a poten- 
tial Baker de p arture: 

The State Department's Mar- 
garet Tutwiler is on the Mideast 
trip — but so is deputy spokes- 
man Richard Boucher, who. 
would step in if Ms. Tutwiler 
accompanied Mr. Baker to the 
White House. Also expected to 
leave with Mr. Baker, top aides 
Dennis Ros, Robert Zoellick and 
Grace Moe. 

Mr. Bush campaign officials 
and top Republicans refused to 
-rale out 'the- possibility -of Mr. 
Baker joining the campaign. 

White House Press Secretary 
Marlin Rtzwater told questioners 
• Monday the administration is 
“hopeful* that Baker’s latest Mid- 
dle East peace mission is making 
progress toward a settlement. 

“The secretary continues to 
explore specific possibilities” for 
additional progress, Mr. Rtzwa- 
ter said. “I think we have some 


optimism.” He added that Mr. 
Baker found “a good atmos- 
phere” for the negotiations.” 
Mr. Fitzwater dismissed as spe- 
culation repeats that Mr. Baker 
has informed Israeli officials that 
this wOl be Ins' last trip to the 
area since he mil be leaving to 
help tire Bush -reelection cam- 


le said “no changes have been 
■announced” for the White House 
staff or tire campaign, adding, 
“anyone is welcome to specu- 
late.” The Baker-Bush conversa- 
tions at the secretary’s Wyoming 
ranch, be said, “are private. 
There are no changes to report.” 
Mir. Baker has confirmed he and 
toe president discussed the elec- 
tion campaign, but be has given 
no details. 

Mr. Rtzwater told a questioner 
he did not know if there is “pre- 
cedent” for a cabinet official tak- 
ing a leave of absence to join a 
campaign effort. Part of the pub- 
lished speculation suggests Mr. 
Baker would prefer to take leave 
so as toheaMeto return to State 
the day after the election, rattier 
than to resign. . , 

Asked if either the White 
House or the campaign “needs 
the kind of leadership” Mr: Bak- 
er would supply, Mr. Rtzwater 
replied: “We think we have ex- 
cellent leadership. The campaign 
is going well and the secretary is 
dong a heck of a job in tbe 
Middle East.” 


Mandela In Tehran, thanks 
Iran for opposing apartheid 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Nelson 
Mandela arrived in Tebran Tues- 
day and thanked Iran for helping 
South Africa’s blacks in the strag- 
gle against apartheid, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
said. 

Iran, which often refers to itself 
as the defender of die world’s 
oppressed people, has been 
among the most outspoken Mid- 
dle Eastern countries in conde- 
mning apartheid. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati welcomed the black 
South African leader at the air- 
port and praised him, adding “we 
shall support ins indefatigable 
struggle.” 

“We are here to thank the 
Iranian government and nation 
for their support in the blade 
people’s struggle a gainst apar- 
theid," Mr. Mandela, was quoted 
as saying by IRNA. 

In a hardline speech before the 
U.N. Security Council last week, 
Mr. Mandela accused the white 
South African government of 
orchestrating a cam pa ig n of ter- 
ror to crush multiracial democra- 
cy and called for the dispatching 
of U.N. observers to tbe country. 

IRNA said that daring his visit 


Mr. Mandela will confer with 
.President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
Mr. Velayati and Minister of 
. Culture and Islamic Guidance Ali 
Laijjani. On Wednesday, he was 
to be awarded an honorary docto- 
rate by Tehran University. 

On Monday, Mr. Mandela met 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia dur- 
ing a visit to the kingdom. 

The 46-member Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
has assured Mr. Mandela it wfll 
support his campaign for black 
majority rule in South Africa. 

Tbe OIC, which represents the 
world’s Mustims, said the assur- 
ance was given by its Security- 


General Hamid A1 Gabid who 
met Mr. Mandela in Jeddah, 
where the 45-nation body is 

based. ; ^ 

Mr. Gabid urged Pret o ria’s 
white Toilers to remove all obsta- 
cles "which hinder the finafisa- 
tion of a non-racial democratic 
constitution acceptable to all the 
people of South Africa,” said the 
OIC statement sent to Renters 
Tbe United Nations decided 
last week to send an enovyto 
South Africa to beta restart pow- 
er sharing talks andput an endfo 
township violence there. • 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


israeji police arrest Jews who pull gun 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli police on Monday arrested five Jews 
after one ofthem pointed a gun at Arabs outside a bufldiug where 
Palestinians were briefing reporters about their meeting with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker. As Palestinian leaders held the 
news conference in East Jerusalem’s Hakawati Theatre, a sqnabble 
er upt ed between members, of the anti-Arab Kach movement and 
Palestinians waiting outside. Kadi leader Tuan Poliak then pointed 
his Uzi submachine gun at the Palestinians. Reporters and 
Palestinians crowded around Poliak. Police arrived and arrested 
Poliak along with four other Jewish militants. “Police took all the 


Police on Sunday said they had information that Kach, one of the 
most extreme Israeli right-wing groups, planned to attack Mi-. 
Baker. On Tuesday, Kach activists trying to set up a new 
settlement in the occupied West Bank were ousted by troops. 

Rebels kill 10 Turkish soldiers 

DIYARBAKIR (AP) — Turkish Kurdish rebels, infiltrating at 
night from sanctuaries in Iraq, killed 10 Turkish soldiers near the 
border town of Cukurca, an official said Tuesday. The separatist 
rebels returned to Iraq after attacking the soldiers guarding the 
perimeter of an army post at Sivritepe, the official said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. The guerrillas are from the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), fighting for self rale since 1964 in sontbeast- 
, era Turkey where about half of the country's 12 miltion Kurds Eve. 
More than 4,100 insurgents, soldiers and tivifiaiis have died in tbe 
fighting. To dislodge the PKK guerrillas from their mountain bases 
across the border, Turkish jets have repeatedly bombed northern 
.Iraq despite protests from the Iraqi Kurds. Iraqi Kurdish guerrilla 
groups, themselves locked in a straggle with Baghdad for self-rule, 
say they do not provide backing to the PKK, but decline to use 
fence to evict them from Iraq. 

Algeria names Ghozali as ambassador to France 

ALGIERS (R) — Former Prime Minister Sidahmad Ghozali has 
been appointed as Algeria’s new ambassador to France, an official 
source said on Tuesday. The source confirmed a report in the 
Algerian dally newspaper Al- Watan. Mr. Ghozali resigned as 
prime minister this month following the assassination of head of 
sfflfp Mo hammad Boudiaf on June 29. He became prime imnjsteF 
in June last year and was replaced by Abdul Salam Belaid on July 
8. Mr. Ghozali, who replaces Smail Hamdani as ambassador, was 
an ambassador to Brussels in the 1980s before becoming finance 
minister in 1988 and foreign minister the following year. ;• 

Lebanese traders strike In Sierra Leone 

FREETOWN (R) — Sierra Leone’s Lebanese traders dosed thejr. 
businesses in .the capital’s main shopping street at the weekend 
■after a Lebanese shopkeeper was beaten by a soldier, locals said 
Monday. They said the shopkeeper was hospitalised after a fight 
with a soldier who went into his store. The 15, 000-strong Lebanese 
community dominate the country’s commercial sector. They ate 
widely resented by Sierra Leoneans who Marne them for the, 
corruption and smug gling that has bled the country of its natural' 
mineral wealth. When a new mflitaiy government led by Captain 
Valentine Strasser seized power in an April coup looters targetted 
Lebanese businesses before a curfew was installed. With a state of 
emergency still in force in tbe wake of the coup, Freetown » 
teeming with young soldiers. 

U.N. regrets murder of Israeli 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Secretary-General Boutros Gbalr 
expressed regrets on Monday at the death of an Israeli U.N. staff 
member killed by armed robbers in Nairobi. Avi Rappaport, 51, on 
the staff of the International Civil- Aviation Organisation (ICAO) 
since 1990, was shot on Sunday as he stopped his'ear to buy fruit 
outside the national museum and died in hospital on Monday,. Hfe 
leaves a wife and three children. “The secretary-general deeply 
regrets tile murder of a devoted staff member and has conveyed hur 
heartfelt condolences and those of afl bis colleagues to Mr?.; 
Rappaport and to the govemmwit of Israel,” a U.N. spokesman 
said. The United Nations had contacted the Kenyan government/ -i- 
the spokesman added. Giving details of the incident, he said the. 
robbers demanded that Mr. Rappaport hand over the keys to his 
car. “In tbe ensuing commotion, a shot was fired which struck Mr.. 
Rappaport in the head. He passed away on Monday.” 

UAE court sets public execution for rapists 

ABU DHABI (R) — - The Abu Dhabi Sharia court Monday 
decreed public execution for two men convicted of rape and other 
crimes. In a statement carried by tbe official Emirates News 
Agency (WAM), the court said it would use “ a pre-ordained 
method and implement it in a public place.” It gave no further 
details about the execution. Tbe Sharia court on Saturday 
sentenced the two men to death for the kidnapping and rape of an 
Indian woman and her twoteenage daughters in the desert in iMay. 

In Monday’s statement the court said the two men were responsible 
for the death of die woman's 75-year-old mother, who died after 
witnessing the rape. A legal source at the court said on Saturday 
die death sentenced was subject to confirmation by die federal high 
court within one month. If confirmed, the men are likely to be 
shot. 


Iran paper says diplomats smuggling antiques 

* 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian newspaper said Tuesday that 
foreign diplomats were smuggling precious antiquities out of the 
country and called for international regulations to ensure such 
items are returned to their owners, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) reported. The agency, quoted die Enghsb- 
languagc Royhan fotematiooal as saying that “cultural robbery has 
been a wdl-estxMisbed tradition for some foreign diplomats. No 
one knows for sure bow much worth of antiques have been illegally 
taken out ■ of Iran ~ by either diplomatic pouches or antique 
smugglers." The daily said hundreds of antiques were confiscated 
last Week from an unidentified Italian diplomat before they could 
be smuggled to Turkey. lt was the only incident specified by the 
newspaper/aldiou^i there have been previous reports of Turkish 
diplomatic peraon m^^^ ^ged in' 
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;Klng sends' I 

•• condolences to 
I Assad . i 

‘ AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty 
.'.JpBg Hussein Tuesday sent a 
t cable of condolences to Syrian 
v President Hafez A1 Assad, in 
'1 gUdi be expressed his deep sor- 
-xow and heartfelt condolence 
. over the death of his mother. 
| King Hussein delegated His 
.7 Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben 

■ A1 Hussein and Deputy Priifte 
- - Minister and Education Minister 

; Thougan A1 Hmdawi to take part 
; in die funeral of the late mother 
; of President Assad and to brier 

• condolences to President Assad 
1 on behalf of King Hussein anrf 
I the Jordanian people and govern- 

• merit. • 

; JNRCS condemns 

• Israel 

; AMMAN (Petia) — . The Jordan 

• National Red Crescent Society 

• (JNRCS) condemned Tuesday a 
) decision by the Israeli occupation 
' authorities banning the selling of 
; West Bank manufactured medi- 

■ cine in occupied Jerusalem. 
[JNRCS President Ahmad Abu 

^Poora said in memoranda sent to 
nhe secretary general of the Arab 
-Red Cross and Red Crescent 
'Societies, Chairman of the Inter- 
stitial Committee of The Red 
'■Gross (ICRCy and the secretary 
‘general of the International 
[ kfcague of the Red Cross that this 
; decision will affect nine phar- 
. idacentical factories in the West 
IBank and one in Gaza Strip. Dr. 

; Abu Qoura said these factories, 
•Much produce more than 750 
'■kinds of medicine, employ bnn- 
;dreds of Arab pharmacists, tech- 
•nicians and labourers. He added 
■tfiat any sneb decision wijl have 
life negative impact on the Arab 
[economy in the occupied territor- 
■Im. 

j$luide book for 
^registering land 

[AMMAN (Petra) — The Land 
j Registration and Survey Depart- 
ment has prepared a citizens’ 
[goidebook which deals with all 
[procedmes that should be fbl- 
\ lowed when registering a piece of 
. Hand at the department Director 
iof the Department Ah A1 Ghar- 
jaab^h Said in- & statement to foe, 
/Jordan News Agency r Petra, tbatf- 
' Sbffi' guidebook -wiU-ibc helpful to: 
[citizens selling or buying pieces of 
[land. It explains ways of recognS- 
ling authorisations in this field, 
[egcchanging pieces of land and 
•renting them for a limited period 
:af time, he said. He added that 
’’flfoe guidebook will enable people 
-to finish their work at the depart- 
.ment in the shortest possible time 
and will save citizens and em- 
ployees at the department efforts. 

490,000 citizens visit 
Trbid health centres 


. [AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
•490,000 citizens have called at 
.iMaith centres in the Irbid gov- 
[emorate during the first half of 
[this year, according to Irbid 
■Health Department Director 
.‘Ma’in AJ Ghoul. Mr. Ghoul said 
[of the total number only 65 per 
-cent needed treatment He said 
-'bis department’s health inspec- 
tors have made 44,000 field visits 
[to various establishments and 
-stores. As a result of these visits, 
48 stores were closed down and 
• Sfl5,224 were fined or issued warn- 
ings for violation of health And 
public safety regulations, he said. 
Mr. Ghoul added that the depart- 
ment has also examined 3,025 
water samples from various parts 
<rf die govemorate and found 70 
samples of polluted water. These 
Samples, he said, were re- 
examined to determine the causes 
the pollution and to work on 
preventing it. ' 
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WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthfy- bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 


if Pe rf ormance by Yannouk 
Univ er si ty Coral Group at 
the Royal Guttural Centre 
. — 8 p.O> 

☆ Arabic poetry recital at the 
Royal Guttural Centre — 

5 -36 pan. 


if Lecture, hi Arabic, entitled 
“Wffl a Political Settlement 
Lead to Israeli Economic 
Domination in the Arab 
World?” by Dr. Harem A1 
fihmmar, from the occupied 
West jfaufc, at the Scientific 
and Cultural Ceptre of Abdul 
Burned Bf""*” 1 Foanda H on, 

6 (MB. 


OBJ eases export 
financing regulations 


AMMAN (Petra.) — An offi- 
dal source at the Central Bank 
of Jordan (GBJ) announced ■ 
Tuesday that t he bank has 
amended its regulations on ex- 
port financing to JonfaniMi can 
miter new markets despite* 
fierce competition and- can 
lower then- production costs. 

According to the source, the 

main amendments were: . 

Lowering interest rates 

cm export credits to an annual 
five per cent, to rim at 3.5 per 
cent below the re-discount 
rale; 

— Raiding flw riffl in g of ex- 


port credit financing from 60 
per cent of the value of export 
lettpr of credit to 70-per cent of 
foe value; 

— Raising foe ceiling of ex- 
port credit financing against 
export bills under collection on 
draffs from 80 per cent to 90 
per cent; 

— Lowering the added value 
percentage on Jordanian pro- 
ducts to qualify for export cre- 
dit financing from 40 peT cent 
to 25 per cent. 

The amendments, said GBJ, 
take effect from Aug. 1, 1992, 


By-election voter cards to 
be distributed tomorrow 


MAD ABA (J.T.) — A commit- 
tee in charge of distributing voter 
cards and ~ supervising by- 
elections in foe sixth constituen- 
cy, which includes Madaba and 
Dhiban, south of Amman will 
start distributing cards tomorrow, 
to voters in foe region, a process 
which win continue until August 
10 . 

District Governor Misleh A1 
Tarawa eh, who heads the elec- 
tions committee in the two areas, 
said that foe cards were ready for 
distribution and that 30 centres in 
schools have been assigned as 
voting centres. 

Mr. Tarawneh, who met dm 
committee members, gave in- 
structions about applying regula- 
tions related to foe voting pro- 
cess. Earlier this month, the 
Ministry of Interior took practical 


steps in the course of preparing 
for the by-elections that would be 
held on August 18 to choose two 
members for foe Lower House of 
Parliament to replace deputies 
Ahmad Azaideb and Nayef A1 
Harfid, who died late June and. 
early July, respectively. 

Two committees charged 1 with 
preparing and supervising the by- 
elections were sworn before the 
minister of interior, following a 
decision by the council of minis , 
tiers to bold the- by-elections to fiD 
foe vacant, seats. 

There are 33,114 voters in the 
sixth constituency who will esat 
ballots at foe 30 centres super- 
vised by 33 committees. District 
governor, in each constituency 
will be responsible for the by- 
elections and charged with voter 
.cards in their areas. 



Land being c ul tivated in foe Jorjdan Valley . 

300 ,000 dunums of land 
cultivated for produce 5 7 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Munster' of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh 
sard Tuesday that Jordan has 
300,000 dunums of cultivable 
land producing food. 

Jordan has huge natural re- 
sources representerd in the Jor- 
dan Valley, an area with rich soil 
and regarded as a vast green- 
house for the production of citrus 
fruit and vegetables of all kinds, 
sa<d foe minister at a meeting 
with a 25-member group of 
medical university students repre- 
senting foe Otivaint Conference, 
of Belgium (OGB). 

The minister said that agricul- 
ture is considered the main 
soproe of income for the country 
and is regarded as the backbone 
for foe economy. 


Jordan’s agriculture is unique 
since the country can produce 
crops at a time when there is a 
great demand for the agricultural 
products and when no other areas 
produce them, the minister said. 

Referring to foe importance of 
die Agricultural Extension Ser-, 
vice, affiliated with the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Dr. Khasawneh 
said that the extension staff S 
qualified to . help promote agri- 
cultural production in the country 
and to guide farmers on the. best 
and most up to date means of 
producing high quality products. 

Dr. Khasawneh reviewed agri- 
cultural development in Jordan 
and the ministry’s plans and pro- 
jects. 


Controversy hits formation 
of panel to investigate 
JPA corruption case 

By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Controversy sur- 
rounds the formation of an inves- 
tigation panel to examine a cor- 
ruption case involving JD160.000 
from the Jordanian Phar- 
maceutical Association (JPA) 
Fund. _ . 

While the JPA’s General 
Assembly advocates the forma- 
tion of an investigation panel, the 
JPA’s council rejects its forma- 
tion, on the grounds that the 
fonntion falls within the preroga- 
tive of the council and not the 
general assembly. 

After a heated debate, a' five 
member committee, beaded by 
pharmacist Fathi A1 Biss, was 
formed and it will hold a meeting 
on July 26. 

Mr. A1 Biss said the committee 


has started work, but foe council 
has not cooperated with it. 

Based on this, a number of 
JPA’s general assembly rtiembers 
crystallised their position in a 
memo, which they sent to the 
council. 

. The memo said the council’s 
postponement of the general 
assembly meeting is holding an 
extraordinary meeting next Fri- 
day was not valid. 

JPA President Husam Eddin 
Mismar said there was no deci- 
sion on the formation of foe 
committee, adding that it was a 
mere suggestion. 

Mr. Mismar described the com- 
mittee as illegal and warned 
against bolding any meetings out- 
side foe JPA. 

He concluded that nobody was 
entitled to talk on behalf of the 
general assembly except the JPA. 


Education Ministry prepares 
studies to build 57 schools 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education Projects and 
School Bnikfings General 
Directorate has started preparing 
studies and tender documents to 
build 57 schools in various parts 
of the kingdom. 

The director of the projects 
and schools buildings at foe 
ministry, Abdul Razzaq A1 
Maani, said that it is expected to 
have these schools constructed 
before foe cad of 1992. 

Mr. Maani said in a statement 
to tiie Jordan News Agency, Pet-' 
ra, that this project is foe third 
stage of a ministry plan which 
to build 430 schools around 
the Kingdom. 

He said 152 schools win be 


constructed as part of. the first 
stage of the plan. The plan also 
entails adding 1,370 classrooms to 
365 schools at a total cost of JD 
13 million, he added. 

According to Mr. Maani, the 
plan fc designed in the first place 
to rid the ministry of rented 
building used as schools and to 
end tiie two-period school system 
adopted In many schools. 

Mr. Maani said that die minis- 
try is currently working on adding 
laboratories, libraries, auditor- 
frnns and vocational training Mis 
to 52 schools. He added that the 
ministry has already started an 
investment venture in Aqaba at a 
total cost of JD 500,( 
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Somali refugees in Yemen thank Jordan for food relief (WFP/ 

Mfccheff) 

Somali refugees thank 
Jordan for food relief 


AMMAN — Somali refugees 
who sought haven in Yemen said 
Tuesday that Jordan was foe first 
Arab country, apart from Ye- 
men, to extend relief supplies 
since fleeing from foe civil war in 
their African country. 

In interviews with Jordan Tele- 
vision, foe Somalis said they ar- 
rived in Yemen with no possessions 
nor money, and were grateful for 
Yemen and Jordan for their 
assistance. 

The television report said that 
at least 69,000 Somalis are now 
being housed in five camps set up 
fry foe Yemeni authorities. A 
shipment of 16 tonnes of medical 
and food supplies and equipment 
reached Yemen aboard a Jorda- 
nian transport plane. 

The gift was organised by the 
Jordanian Hashemite Charitable 

.QzgamsqtkmiJHCO) in .coopera- 
tion wifo the Health Ministry and 
the private - sectot- ia : Jordan. 


According to JHCO secretary 
general Abdul Sal am A1 Abbatfi, 
the shipment was ordered by His 
Majesty King Hussein noting that 
a simil ar shipment will soon be 
beading to the war-torn Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to relieve the local 
population and to bring back 
Jor dani an families and students 
wishing to return home. 

The JHCO has already sent out 
relief supfies to Sudan, Bang- 
ladesh Chechen-Ingnish and Bos- 
nia Herzegovina. 

Abbadi issued a strong appeal 
to foe public in Jordan to contri- 
bute generously towards this no- 
ble cause. 

The plight of Somalis to Ye- 
men came amidst a tribal dvil war 
that has already claimed foe lives 
of tens of thousands; and UN 
officials .say .that 2,000 to 3,000 
children are probably dying of 
-malnutrition every day. 


Gardens Street opens 


By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— The Wasfi Tai Mar- 
tyr Street in Shmeisani has 
opened, allowing traffic in both 
directions. 

The 100,000 m 2 street, also 
known as the Gardens Street, 
originally notorious for its ruts 
and bumps has finally been re- 
paired, “for the last time, once 
and fen- all with an the previous 
mistakes corrected," said the en- 
gineer supervising the repairs at 
Gardens Street, Haytham 
Jweinat. 

“The Greater Amman Munici- 
pality inherited the Gardens 
Street in 1977 from the TUfa A1 
Ah Municipality and this is the 
first time ever that the street is 
repaired right from the founda- 
tion,” Mr. Jweinat said, adding 
that the area of the street makes 
it a record area in tenps of public 
sector projects. 

He said that before the project 
to repair the street was started, an 
announcement was made to local 


residents who needed to expand 
their water-pipe systems which 
required connection to pipes run- 
ning beneath the street . 

“These residents had their 
chance but now that the street, 
only has the surface layer left 
before it becomes complete, 
there is no way that any digging 
will be allowed beneath the 
street,” Mr. Jweinat said. 

According to a source at the 
Greater Amman Municipality, 
the Gardens Street will cost JD 
1,000,000 upon completion. - 
‘That figure includes the cost of 
fighting the streets, which will 
take place soon,” the source said. 

He added that a tender has 
been granted for foe installation 
of fights on the Gardens Street as 
part of a large project that in- 
cludes the installation of fights all 
the way to foe Hussein Medical 
Centre. “The work on the Gar- 
dens Street, which started April 9 
will be completed, except for the 
fighting by Aug. 1,” Mr. Jweinat 
said. 


Supply ministry defends 
its choise of Egyptian rice 


AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Supply Tuesday issued a state- 
ment clarifying points raised by 
A1 Ra’i columnist Fakhri Kawar 
about flour and rice used by 
households in the Kingdom. It 
defended its choice of these com- 
modities for local consumption. 

The ministry, which imports 
food stuffs for the Jordanian mar- 
kets,’ said that it does not import 
flour but does import wheat, part 
of which comes from the United 
Stales. 

The flour, sold to bakeries, is 
of foe best kind and makes excel- 
lent bread, compared with similar 
kinds in neighbouring Arab coun- 


tries. 

HoweveT, the type of bread 
bought from different bakeries 
are different even though the 
flour used is foe same, said the 
statement published in A1 Ra’i 
daily Tuesday. 

The writer bad conveyed the 
public's complaints about the 
kind of flour and bread available 
for consumption, noting that it is 
the worst and. The ministry said 
that its inspection teams are con- 
tinually visiting bakeries to en- 
sure that they abide by the reg- 
ulations and they take samples of 
bread and flour for examination. 


Khasawneh stresses need to 
ease cow farm problems 


AMMAN , 

Minister Fayez Khasawneh Tues- 
day stressed the need for support- 
ing dairy farms and addressing 
tbeir problcms and needs. At a 
meeting with members of the cow 
breeders society in Dnletl, Dr. 
Khasawneh said the formation of 
a higher milk council, in which 
formers can participate, should 
pass through certain channels be- 
fore seeing light 
Chairman of the Cow Breeders 
Society in Zarqa govemorate re- 
viewed tiie established of the 
society, saying that it groups 144 
members. He pointed out that 


the cow forms in Zarqa goveroo- 
rate produce 85 tonnes of milk a 
day, including a surplus of 12 
tonnes. 

He called for finding a solution 
to the surplus milk and for orga- 
nising the importation of cows, 
providing green fodder and vac- 
cines. 

A number of farmers called for 
adhering a cabinet decision, ban- 
ning the importation of milk pow- 
der, and asked daily and ice 
cream factories to use fresh milk. 

They also called for providing 
support to burners and fen’ chan- 
neling subsidies to cow forms. 


Temporary newsprint shortage 
shortchanges Jordanian readers 


By Aynran A1 Safari! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian newspap- 
ers reactors this week started get- 
tingles news for then: money due 
to severe shortages of newrorint 
that are expected to last until the 
-beginning erf August 

The Jordan Press Foundation 
w 31 alter foe packaging of its 
Arabic daily A1 Ra’i, making the 
newspaper more cumbersome to 
read because of the use of more 
single sheets, while the Jordan 
Press and Publication Company 
has already cut down the number 
of pages of the Ad Dustour Ara- 
bic daily. 

The problem was triggered by 
the diversion of a ship that was 
carrying news p r in t to Jordan by 
naval forces stationed at the Gulf 
of Aqaba to enforce the interna- 
tional trade embargo against 
Iraq, newspaper and shipping 
sources told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday. 

Australian naval forces inter- 
cepted foe Bahaman-registered 
ship, Proso, on July 3 and forced 
it to sail to Yemen cm July 5 
because of the inaccessibility of 
parts of its cargo to inspectors, 
said shipping sources that re- 
quested not to be named. 

The ship, which was expected 
to dock at Aqaba port by the end 
of June, then left foe Yemeni 
port of Hudaibeh to Dubai in 
mid-July and its Jordan-bound 
cargo was loaded on tiie Rnssian- 
fiaged Pioneer Litvy. 

Shipping sources said foe ship 
would leave Dubai Wednesday 
and is scheduled to reach Aqaba 
Port on July ’31. 


said that they had received assur- 
ances from foe ministries of forc- 
affaiis and information that 
Litvy will be allowed to 
sail to Aqaba but the company is 
trying to secure n ew s prin t from 
neighbouring countries in case 
any new complications develop. 

They said 1 their efforts to im- 
port newsprint from neighbour- 
ing countries had failed and will 
have to reduce the number of 
pages if their shipment of 500 
tonnes of newsprint does not 
arrive in time. 

Neighbouring countries that 
could sell newsprint to Jordan are 
Egypt, Lebanon and Saudi Ara- 
bia. Egypt and Lebanon did not 
have newsprint for export and 
“Saudi authorities did not allow 
Saudi companies to sell” foe 
needed material to Jordan, said 
sources at A1 Ra’i, which prints 
90,000 copies a day. 

Hie general manager of Jordan 
Press and Publication Company, 
Seif A1 Sherif, said that Ad Dus- 
tour, which had 1,000 tonnes of 
newsprint on board the Proso, 
succeeded in securing 100 tonnes 
of newsprint from a neighbouring 
country. Ad Dustour is not con- 
sidering reducing the number of 
copies it prints, said Mr. Sherif. 
He said 85,000 copies of the 
paper are printed daily. 

Mr. Sherif, who also received 
assurances that the new ship will 
not be intercepted, said that dras- 
tic measures might have to be 
taken if his company does not 
receive its newsprint by foe end 
of the month. 

Jordan imports all its news- 
prints from abroad, mainly Cana- 


da, the United States and Scan- 
dinavian countries. The delayed 
shipment was purchased from the 
United States. 

Jordanian news organisations, 
can store enough newsprint to 
keep foe presses rolling for three 
months. AJ Ra’i management 
sources said they cannot store 
more because then stores are not 
equipped to keep foe material in 
good conditions for a longer 
period. 

Both shipping and news orga- 
nisations sources ruled out poli- 
tical pressure as the motives for 
diverting the ship. 

Stripping sources said the Aus- 



inspect one of the ship’ 
cargo holds. Inspectors could not 
search the cargo in foe fourth 
hold of the ship because there 
were no passage ways between 
the containers loaded in it. The 
shipment was not bound for Jor- 
dan. 

The sources said foe inspectors 
turned down an offer to seal the 
hatch and inspect the ship when it 
leaves Aqaba as a guarantee that 
tiie hatch would not be opened in 
Jordan. 

United Nations’ forces sta- 
tioned in foe Gulf of Aqaba had 
earlier intercepted and diverted 
many ships bound for Jordan, 
thus causing many delays and 
inconveniences for Jordanian 
businesses, stripping sources said. 

They said foe drversipn of the 
Proso could result in additional 
costs and could lead to loss of 
customers who might blame the 
shipping company for the delay. 


1 ,286 kilos of drugs seized in first-half 
of ‘92, PSD stresses drug awareness 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
the anti-narcotic department at 
the Public Security Department 
(PSD) Brigadier Izzuddin Zaza 
said ms teams have seized 1,286 
kilogrammes of hashish and 
heroine and 182,000 tablets of 
narcotic drugs during the first half 
of this year. 

Addressing a symposium, held 
at the Jordan Intercontinental 
Hotel, Brig. Zaza said Jordan is 
doing its utmost to contain narco- 
tic trafficking and to prevent it 
from spreading to the region. He 
pointed out that Jordan is paying 
a high price for controlling narco- 
tics, despite its limited financial 
resources. 

He noted that the economic 
costs of controlling narcotics are 
high because it entails the intensi- 
fication of efforts of the badia and 
border police, the aimed forces, 
the customs officials and the pub- 
lic security. 

Brig. Zaza said Jordan has not 


received any financial support 
from the neighbouring Arab 
countries, even though it tries to 
keep drugs from entering those 
countries. Jordan once received 
but JD 20,000 a long time ago. 

However, he said, Jordan was 
receiving international support 
for its efforts to control narcotic 
trafficking. This support reflects 
the world’s appreciation of Jor- 
dan’s role in this area. 

He pointed out that Jordan 
receives annual aids for the 
narcotic ^control programmes 
from the* United Nations and 
Germany, noting that France has 
recently decided to help Jordan in 
this field. 

He called for activating the 
national anti-narcotic committee, 
which he said, had not taken any 
decision since its establishment in 
1986. 

He also stressed the need for 
promoting awareness about foe 
dangers of narcotics, despite the 


fact that it does not pose a real 
danger to the Jordanian society. 

He stressed that Jordan is not a 
narcotic consumer country, but 
rather a transit zone. 

However, to overlook the 
problems, will pose a threat in foe 
future. Brig. Zaza said. 

He added that the committee 
was suffering because of a lack of 
funds. Brig. Zaza said that under 
Jordanian law. a narcotic user is 
not punished if be demands treat- 
ment and provides evidence of 
the treatment, and he discloses 
information about the source of 
the narcotics. 

He also said the global discov- 
ery rates of narcotics are one- 
tenth of the quantities smuggled. 

The symposium was organised 
by the Amman Rotary Club to 
shed fight on the major problems 
posed by narcotics and to form 
alliances to help the government 
authorities deal with it. 


Police say problem of travellers 
stranded at bridge far from over 


AMMAN — The problem of 
ensuring entry for thousands of 
Palestinians visiting their rela- 
tives in the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip is far from 
being solved and if anything it is 
being aggravated, according to 
Lieutenant Colonel Abdul Salam 
A1 Jaafreh, director of the King 
Hussein and Prince Moh ammad 
Bridges across foe Jordan River. 

The police departments have 
recorded 54,000 registered 
Palestinians waiting to cross to 
the occupied Arab lands and 
these figures are expected to be 
augmented by up to 20,000 others 
whose Israeli permits are about to 
expire and would be beading for 
the occupied lands for renewal so 
as not to lose their rights there, 
noted Lt. Col. Jaafreh in a state- 
ment published in AJ Ra’i Arabic 
daily Tuesday. 

Workshop on 
rehabilitating 
handicapped 

RAMTHA (J.T.) — The Queen 
Alia Social Welfare Fond (QAF) 
iu cooperation with foe Depart- 
ment of Social Development 
Tuesday opened a workshop to 
train women on ways to rehabili- 
tate their handicapped children. 

Fifty local mothers are in- 
volved in the three-day workshop 
which is being held at a school. 
The mothers will listen to 
lectures' and participate in semi- 
nars on causes of disabilities, 
means of early discovery and 
prevention as well as training 
children on speech and hearing, 
social development department 
officials said. 

During the workshop, there 
will be free examination of chil- 
dren who had been suffering from 
die hearing difficulties and an 
inspection of bearing aids given 
to children. 

Experts from tiie .Ministry of 
Social Development and foe 
Queen AKa Centre for dm Hear- 
ing and Speech are taking part in 
the workshop. 


This crisis is uusolvable as long 
as Israelis are adamant in their 
position of only allowing limited 
numbers of Palestinians, he 
added. Lt. Col. Jaafreh said that 
originally 4,000 visitors and 
Palestinian residents of the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza were 
allowed to cross dally, 2,500 via 
the King Hussein Bridge and foe 
rest across the Prince Moham- 
mad Bridge. But the Israelis had 
closed the latter bridge before 
travellers, allowing only trucks to 
pass, thus confining all travel to 
foe King Hussein Bridge. 

Lt. Col. Jaafreh said that the 


Israelis reduced the 2,500 figure 
to 1750 in May on each day, 
except for Friday, when only 500 
are allowed to cross. 

This year foe summer season 
coincided with the return of foe 
Muslim pilgrims from Mecca, 
thus aggravating foe situation at 
foe crossing points. 

Lt. Col. Jaafreh said the 
Israelis, who get around JD55 
million in fees for visitor permits 
have been putting obstacles in the 
way of returning people with the 
hope of discouraging Arabs from 
returning to their homeland. 



SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A leading insurance Co. in Amman, requires 
a secretary willing to work 8 hrs/day with the 
following qualifications: 

-ExceHent command of English & Arabic 

languages. 

- Excellent typing speed in English & Arabic 

- Should be familiar with all aspects of office 
work Including: Operating the telex and the 
fax. machines. 

Please send your C.V. with (photo-copies) of 
supported documents and a recent photo to: 

P.O. Box 6156 - Amman 
Atf.: Mr. G.K.B. 

N.B.: Interview will follow by request from 
management. 
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Unchangeable facts 

IT WAS encouraging to hear U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker reject Israeli Prime Minister 
■ Yitzhak Rabin’s differentiation between “politic- 
al” and “security” settlements in the occupied 
Arab territories. This U.S. position, while not In 
itself new or necessarily tailored to be music to 
Arab ears, should go some distance in assuaging 
Arab fears about an impending deal over the 
question of the loan guarantees being hatched by 
the Americans and the Israelis at the expense of 
the Arabs. Mr. Baker’s statement is most positive 
and significant when seen in the light of the level 
of detailed discussions the secretary of state held 
with Israeli leaders on the issue of the loan 
guarantees. It was particularly heartening to hear 
that a senior State Department official had said 
that the Americans wanted the deal on the loan 
g ua r a n tees meet “Israeli and Palestinian needs as 
well as ours.” Sure enough, the Palestinians 
would insist that a deal between the U.S. and 
Israel over the loan guarantees would not com- 
promise Palestinian territorial rights in the West 
Bank and Gaza. While the Palestinians may see 
flexibility on Israel’s part by freezing settlement, 
they see no reward in it. As the Americans have 
repeatedly said the settlements are a mqjor 
obstacle to peace. Nor should the Arabs be 
expected to offer Israel any rewards for halting 
settlemen t . While the Israelis are rewarded by a 
U.S. commitment to settle Jewish immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union, Palestinain re- 
fugees who left their homes in Palestine only in 
194 & and in 1967 are still stranded in refugee 
camps in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the occu- 
pied territories themselves. We agree with Mir. 
Baker that there is a “new opportunity to move 
forward” in the peace process. Much of the recent 
optimism had generated from changes in Isreal 
itself. The Arabs have always sought to settle the 
Middle East conflict on the basis of international 
legitimacy. Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories based mi U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and an exchange of land for 
peace. 


WE HAVE nothing to add to what prime minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker said about the prospects of James Baker’s visit to 
Jordan and the other countries of the Middle East or to the 
situation in Israel and the occupied Arab lands in the wake of 
Yitzhak Rabin's success in the parliamentary elections, said A1 
Ra*i Arabic daily Tuesday. There is nothing that calls for 
excessive optimism over the visit and the discussions, but we are 
always hopeful that the U.S. administration would force the 
Israelis to comply with the requirements of peace and implement 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, said the daily. Neither Mr. 
Rabin nor Mr. Shamir can bring peace to the region if the United 
States remains biased towards the Jewish state and nothing Mr. 
Rabin says can bring real hope to the Palestinians but rather 
practical Israeli steps towards withdrawal from the occupied 
lands, die paper continued. Furthermore, the paper said, nothing 
in Mr. Baker’s promises to the Arabs can appease them or bring 
back their land and nothing sboTt of the implementation of U.N. 
resolutions can re-establish security for all parties. The prime 
minister’s view, as published in the Jordanian press, about Mr. 
Baker’s visit to Amman will be conveyed to the U.S. secretary of 
state with firm reiteration of the Jordanian principled stand 
vis-a-vis the peace process, said the daily. We are going to 
demand that Washington take a brave step and end the Israeli 
occupation of Arab lands by paving for successful peace negotia- 
tions, and we are going to demand that the sufferings of the 
Palestinians should stop, the paper added. It said that Jordan 
welcomes the U.S. Secretary of State and strongly demands that 
the Palestinians should be repatriated and their rights should be 
respected. 

A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra'f daily demanded that the Traffic 
Department openly declare a dear policy about the cars seat belts 
so that motorists and car users can comply -with the regulations. 
Nazifi said that if under all circumstances and on all roads 
motorists should use the seat belts, then they would abide by the 
regulations and avoid fines, but if the seat belts' are to be used on 
tree ways only, then the motorists would be relieved but would 
also abide by the given regulations. This move on the part of the 
Traffic Department is essential since many motorists are being 
fined at random and at a time when many other motorists escape 
fine for not using the scat belts, the writer said. It so happens that 
motorists not fastening their seat belts and driving at high speed 
along the freeways escape all punishment, but those inside the city 
are easily spotted by the police who often issue a ticket, he 
panted out It is not a secret to say that most motorists and 
drivers inside Amman and other cities ignore the use of the seat 
belts with the police's full knowledge of this fact, but at the same 
time traffic police sometimes tend to issue tickets to the motorists 
who are unaware of regulations as to when and where to taken 
seatbelts, be added. It is rather unfair to fine sane motorists mid 
leave others if they both . are not using their seatbelts and it is 
unfair for tffe public to remain at a loss about the regulations, he 
said. The Writer demanded that dear instructions be issued as 
soon as possible so as to save motorists farther inconvenience or 
unpleasant surprises. 


Economic Forum : 


By Dr. Abdalla Malki 


Returnees — How much of a burden? 


THE way the Jordanian economy has been tolerating the 
tremendous pains of a 20 per amt-unemployment rate is truly 
admirable. We do not actually know the exact mechanism by 
which this tolerance is achieved, as this issue- has not been 
scientifically investigated. However, we are not short of value 
judgements and impressionistic dews, although knowing hoW 
things work out here is not significant because it will not 
contribute to the solution of the unemployment problem. 

- I believe that the system to the extended family in particular has 
made a very valuable contribution to the containment of the 
destructive effects of unemployment. This is not to commend this 
system or recommend it as a remedy. Such soda! phenomena, 
however, emerge and vanish gradually over time and on their 
‘own, but we are hicky enough to find one around when the 
unemployment malady struck our society. 

It has become standard thinking to say that the return of 
Jordanian workers from the Golf states was responsible for the 
unemployment dilemma. Certainly, the immigrant returnees 
aggravated the problem but (fid not create it. This issue, or 
hypothesis, deserves investigation. 

An unemployed person is defined as one who seeks a job but 
does not find it; a man or woman who does not work is not 


necessarily unemployed. How many returnees do fall in this 
category of persons who actively seek employment? I believe that 
the figure is much less than is widely thought. 

A certain number of returnees are especially skilled labourers 
whose skills are demanded by the Jordanian economy. Another 
large segment would start their own businesses and create jobs for 
other returnees and occasionally for non-returnees. The construc- 
tion boom ignited by the return of Jordanian expatriates has 
already been underway and provides an impressive evidence of 
one of the positive effects of that return. 

The returnees, or a certain majority of them, have not brought 
back only themselves and famili es but also their savings. So far, 
they have gone into investing in housing because they could not 
afford to wait longer; b uildin g a dwelling for one’s own use is not 
dependent on the investment donate. But other investments are 
certainly dependent on it. Now let us not puzzle ourselves about 
what an appropriate or favourable investment dimate means. It 
most eventually mean the climat e that does not deter investment. 
In this stage of Jordan’s economic development, government 
constraints, overcontrol of economic activity and bureaucratic 
practices are the greatest impediments to investment. Wiping 
than oat is costless to the government and productive to the 


economy, and will attract part of the returnee's savings into 

investment , . _ „ 

Probably all of ns know tins fact, mdutfing all the persons that 
tat* part in maWng economic decisions, small and large. But 
knowing this or believing in it is something and it is quite 
something else to give the citizens the freedom to make economic 
and transact whatever activity th ey like, thereby 
abandoning the powers and prerogatives that a bureaucrat enjoys. 

It is my firm contention that the returnees will be absorbed 
automatically in the national economic life, so much on the lines 
of the invisible-hand mechanism. In the longer run, the return to 
Jordan will be in their interest and in the interest of the national 
economy. 

We need not worry so much about the question of the 
absorption of the returnees and, practically, there is not much we 
can offer them if we want to work on a different ass um p ti on. As 
stated at the outset of this article, unemployment predated the 
return of the expatriates. We do have an unemployment problem 
which is abundantly pressing and menacing. But we do not have a 
returnee problem. We can surely imagine one if we have a surplus 
of time and effort that we wish to squander. 


Jewish Democrats find convention ‘tasteful’ 


By Allison Kaplan 

The Jerusalem Post 

THE ENTIRE Democratic con- 
vention in New York last week 
.was, in many* ways, more bearish 
than the 1988 convention in 
Atlanta. Though no one in the 
room actually started dancing a 
bora, Jewish political pros at the 
reception were openly heaving 
sighs of relief that they could 
relax so completely on the same 
day the speedies on the Demo- 
cratic platform were being given. 

At the same point in the 1988 
convention in Atlanta, instead of 
munching and socialising, Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders wre huddled 
in conference trying to work out a 
compromise on a pro- 
Palestinian challenge to the Mid- 
dle Eastern plank of the Demo- 
cratic platform. 

The most vocal supporter of 
that challenge in 1988, Jesse Jack- 
son, took time in bis speech this 
week to praise Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin for his “wisdom in 
affirming negotiations over con- 
flict.” 

But more important, than the 
smooth adoption of the platform 
and Mr. Jackson's posture, die 
Jewish community was happy 
that it bad not one but two 
politicians it could rally around: 
Yitzhak Rabin and Bill Clinton. 

The convention was the first 
major gathering of American 
Jews since Mr. Rabin's election. 
Ail around were signs that the 
dominant political American 


Jewisfl organisations were dosing 
ranks: The America-Israel Public 
Affairs Committee was easing 
leftward and the anti-Likud orga- 
«nisations, like American Friends 
of Peace Now — consistent sup- 
porters of Labour and Meretz — 
were taking their place in the 
American Jewish mainstream. 

This was reinforced by the re- 
velation that Peace Now is ap- 
plying for membership in foe 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organisations. 
Even the buttons worn by Aipac 
supporters and American Friends 
for Peace Now were vety similar. 
The Aipac button said, “Pro- 
Israel, Pro-Democracy, Pro- 
Peace,” while the buttons worn 
by Peace Now supporters proc- 
laimed, “I Love New Yak, I 
Love Israel and I Love Peace.” 

Virtually the entire spectrum of 
the American Jewish community 
appears to believe Mr. Clinton 
will be an improvement over Mr. 
Bush, although his views on 
Israeli issues remain .hazy. 

The campaign is catering to the 
traditional pro-Israel community, 
where much of the money-power 
is concentrated, and all of die 
official statements reflect that.* 
. Mr. Clinton and running mate 
Sen. Ai Gore have cultivated 
support among' Aipac members 
by being sharply critical of Mr. 
Bush’s withholding of loan 
guarantees to Israel and attacking 
him for bis position on Jerusalem. 

However, Mr. Clinton’s closest 
personal ties in the Jewish com- 


munity are with American Jews 
wire have been highly critical of 
Israeli policy in the past. Among 
them are Peter E delman , whose 
wife, Marion Wright Edelman, 
has worked dosely with Hillary 
Clinton on her pet issue of chil- 
dren’s rights. Sara Ehrman, Clin- 
ton's liason on Jewish issues, is a 


dose family friend. 

The strength of the Peace Now 
presence at the convention was 
highlighted with, a gathering in 
the neighbouring apartments of 
attorney Victor Kovner and Peter 
Yarrow, of Peter, Paul and Mary 
fame. In his spadons loft apart- 


ment, Mr. Yarrow stood on a 
chair with his guitar and led the 
guests in a rousing version of 
“Don’t Let the Light Go Out.” 
Mr. Yarrow, doing his part on the 
cutinaiy front,, served coffee and 
muffins at the breakfast gather- 
ing. 

But it wasn’t only American 
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Jewish groups that treated visit- 
ing VIPs to the joys of New YoA 
eating. Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moyirihan hosted an elite crowd 
of senators to a full-scale kosher 
lunch at Lou G. Siegel's — a' 
mammoth restaurant in the heart 
of die garment district — which 
served mountains of pastrami and 
potato knisfaes to an elite group 
of senators. 

Apparendy with no connection 
to the cuisine, Mr. Moy nihan ’s 
staffers attending die event wore 
buttons featuring the word “pota- 
toe” — which Dan Qnayle mis- 
spelled last month at a nationally 
televised spelling bee. Mr. 
Moynihan’s aide on Jewish 
affairs, David Luchins, predicted 
that the Democrats would not be 
able to. take Jewish support for 
granted, particularly after Mr. 
Bush reaches out to Yitzhak 
Rabin in Kennebnnkport next 
month, possibly with Ioatf 
guarantees in hand. 

“People have very short 
memories,” Mr. Luchins said. 
“The same people who thought 
Mr. Bush was a hero in the Gulf 
war resent him now, but he may 
be a hero again after the guaran- 
tees are granted.” 

. No matter how-hard the Re- 
publicans -woric to win over the 
Jews, it will be hard to match this 
feast — unless someone imports 
sane Jewish soul food to the 
Republican convention in Hous- 
ton next month. If they do, some- 
body had better tell Dan Quayle 
how to spell "knish." 


The destruction of Middle East oil 


By Joe VtaHs 



SAUDI ARABIA — There is 
disturbing evidence suggesting 
that U.S.-led forces may have 
intentionally lit most of the oil 
well fires m Kuwait Despite U.S. 
military claims that naplam was 
only used to torch (Iraqi) oil- 
filled defensive trenches, CNN 
television showed the same tren- 
ches completely untouched a 
week after U.S. marine jets 
.started flying napalm missions. 
The implications are horrific. 

Around February 16, U.S. 
Marine AV8B Harrier “Jump 
Jet” fighter bombers started op- 
erations against Kuwait, each car- 
rying four napalm pods on its 
wing pylons. Allocating expen- 
sive AV8B aircraft was an in- 
teresting choice. Though all fight- 
er-bom beis engaged at that time 
could carry napalm, it was the 
AV8B that got the job. 

Napalm bums at temperatures 
high enough to literally melt the 
side pipes on conventional well- 
heads. Once the pipes melt, the 
napalm can then torch the high 
pressure oil that spu r ts in an 
uncontrolled stream from the 
damaged sidepipe, or wellhead. 

One problem with na palm is its 
inaccuracy. When released from 
an aircraft’s wing pylons at nor- 
mal ground-attack speeds of be- 
tween 400 and 450 knots, the 
pods tend to wobble and are only 
capable of bracketing a target in 
-the longtitudinal sense. In the 
case of an F16 or F15E, attack 
speed would need to be danger- 
ously reduced, seriously com- 
promising manoeuvering ability, 
if attacking a small nominated 
target such as an oil wellhead. 

The Hairier has no such diffi- 
culty. The colossal, power of its 
Pegasus engine allows attack 
speeds as low as 90 knots, with a 
unique ability to accelerate and 
climb almost vertically after the 
attack ran, in order to avoid 
ground fire. It is also a very 
expensive aircraft; unlikely to be 
risked unless there is a compel]-: 
ing reason for pinpoint accuracy. 

The most ominous indicator of 
all during the period was that all 
Kuwaiti pilots were grounded in 
Saudi Arabia. Not one was 
allowed to fly missions over 
Kuwait until much later on. The 


excuse used by - the American 
commander in chief was that the 
Kuwaiti pilots needed “more 
training.” 

An Australian Air Force fight- 
er pilot advised this author that 
the Kuwaitis fly skyhawk ground- 
attack aircraft; adding the sky- 
hawk is mud) easier to fly than 
the Saudi Tornados. What the 
grounding order ensured was that 
no native Kuwaiti was allowed to 
fly over bis own oilfields during 
that phase of the operation. 
Without “eyes in the sky,” the 
Kuwaitis were as blind as the 
world public when the environ- 
mental terrorism commenced. 

Alarmed by the well fires, the 
Iraqi government complained to 
the U.N. Security Council on 
February 23, urgently asking it to 
send a team to “investigate the 
destruction of non military in- 
stallations in Kuwait.” A curious 
response from the Iraqi govern- 
ment if it was guilty of the alleged 
crime. 

The Security Council, domin- 
ated by U.S. Ambassador Picker- 
ing, dismissed the request out of 
hand: Many readers vriQ be aware 
to Thoifras Reeve Pickering’s col- 
ourful career background. 

Nature of o3 wellhead damage 

It was to be many months, and 
thousands of feet of video footage 
before one startling common fac- 
tor became obvious about the 
wellheads allegedly blown up by 
the Iraqis: the wellheads were all 
still in place... 

That single fact has staggering 
implic a tio ns for any- oilman. ff. 
Iraqi army or oil experts blew up 
the wells, how did they all man- 
age to make the same, critical' 
mistake of fearing every filmed' 
wellhead intact below the master 
valve? The answer is that they 
would not do so. 

There is no space here to 
attempt to draw an accurate pic- 
ture of a standard wellhead of the » 
sort that dot the Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi landscapes. There is also no 
need. The image of those Mazing 
wellheads is probably engraved 
on everyone’s retina for ever. H 
not, there must be hundreds of 
miles of rideo lying around that is 


readily accessible for examina- 
tion. 

There is nothing spectacular 
about a production wellhead. It is 
a rather pedestrian affair, stark 
and funttional in appearance, 
and simple in construction. 

All ofl and gas wells are lined 
with a heavy steel tube known as 
steel caring string. During the 
drilling operation this heavy steel 
caring is literally cemented to the 
underground formations, becom- 
ing an immensely strong anchor, 
capable of with-standing many 
thousands of -pounds of pressure. 

The wellhead is attached 
directly to the top end of the 
casing string by a flange — viable 
id many of the wellhead video 
shots just above ground level. 
About a foot above that flange 
-sits the master valve. Its very 
name indicates what it is there 
for. If problems develop with any 
of the assorted smaller valves or 
-pipes above the master valve, 

’ then the master valve is simply 
manually screwed into the “off” 
position, instantly trapping all 
high pressure oil inside the enor- 
mously strong iMang string. 

The fact of the matter is, it was 
such an obvious error that for 
many months this author missed 
it — until the penny finally drop- 
ped. How coukl the demolition 
specialists get it so wrong? 

How to Mow a wellhead pro- 


wellhead structures, the function 
of the valves, and the wall thick- 
nesses of the main body and ride 
pipes. Each expert’s opinion was 
sought on the most effective way 
of destroying the wellhead. No- 
thing more than that. 

Every expert selected the same 
simple method. Only the quantity 
of explosive varied. Each expert 
individually decided to wrap Cor- 
dex tubular explosive (similar in 
appearance to white plastic 
clothes line) round the base of the 
wellhead, between the flange and 
master valve. Thus when the 
charge was detonated, the entire 
wellhead and master valve would 
have been neatly sliced off just 
above ground level, fearing no 
means whatever to control toe 
resulting blowout. It was by far 
the most obvious, easiest and 
devastating solution to the 
problem. 

The method was very similar to 


. At no time has the author ever 
blown a wellhead, but observe? 

1 tion of the explosive removal 
heavy caring stubs protruding 
above foe North Sea floor, indi- 
cated a very efficient method that 
would have wrecked toe Kuwaiti 
wellheads with consummate ease. 

It seemed so likely those proce- 
dures would be the most suitable 
for blowing wellheads, that dur- 
ing the weeks that followed, o3 
and army demolition experts in 
Australia were consulted in order 
to obtain entirely impartial pro- 
fessional opinions. 

None were told of toe standard 
North Sea method of blowing' 
casing stubs. In each case toe only- 
information , imparted was the 
shape and size of toe Kuwaiti 


in the North Sea; the only differ-- 
ence being the special charge 
placed in the inride of the open 
casing stub. With an explosive 
parthde velocity well in excess of 
one million feet per second the 
1-inch-thick stub steel wall 
looked as though it bad been cut 
with a laser. 

To date this author has not 
seen a single television image of a 
Kuwaiti or Iraqi well suffering 
such damage. The only logical 
conclusion is that nearly all of toe 
Kuwaiti .wells were quite deliber- 
ately blown and lit by coalition air 
power. 

It is a terrible charge to mai»» 
agai n s t toe Bush administration, 
and shocking in its implication. 
However, it must .be stated that 
oil experts and armies vary little 
aramd the world. How amid 
Iraqi specialists be totally incom- . 
potent and mss toe most obvious 
demolition method in every sing- 
le case? 

If the charge against Iraq was 
accurate, it had many months to 
wire the wellheads, and hundreds 
of miles of Cordex available. It b 
a general purpose explosive used 
byevery army in the wort ri, and 
perfectly suited toe job m 
hand. - 

Doe to toe severity of toe 


chaige, and future ramifications 
on the world environment, other 
might like to cross check with 
independent explosives experts. 
If so, grab a few feet 6t rideo 
illustrations a Kuwaiti wellhead, 
show it to a minimum of four 
demolition experts, state the re- 
quirement for destruction assem- 
bly and then let each one decide. 

The wall thicknesses are 2 in- 
dies for the main body above 
below the master valve, Va of an 
inch for the side arms and (nor- 
mally) Vi of an inch for the pipes 
that come out of those side arms. 

The high-pressure Rnmafla 
field 

The wells in toe R nmafla field 
to the north of Kuwait and under- 
lying the Basra district, form ab- 
out 50 per cent of Iraq’s total ofl 
reserves. Rnmafla (North) and 
Rn ma fla (south) have a combined 
reserve of around 48 billion bar- 
rels, while the completely sepa- 
rate northern Iraqi fields around' 
Kirkuk come in slightly higher at 
about 54 billion barrels. 

For background purposes only, 
Kuwait's total known reserves 
(not including their churned por- 
tion- of Rnmafla) -are 94 billion 
barrels and those of Saudi Arabia 

roughly 195 billion barrels. (All 
estimates courtesy World Oil, 
1990). 

By comparison with the wells 
in Kuwait’s much-filmed souther- 
ly Burgan complex, those in the * 
north are truly savage in terms of 
pressure and have not been tele- 
vised' to toe author’s knowledge. 
Burgan was Mowing at between 
700 and 1,200 pounds to: the 
square inch. The wells of 
Rnmafla have a potential as much * 
as ten times Higher than Burgan. 
Seak pressures of 11,000 pounds 
to toe square inch are not uncom- 
nwn; quite possibly the primary 
reason Bechtel Corp. was careful 
to keep all environmentalists, in- 
chufing Greenpace, well away 
from the area. 

Rnmafla, on the available evi- 
dence, received carpet bombing 
as well as possible attention from 
AYSBs, At pressures as high as 
those in Rnmafla, concussion 
alone would be quite capable of 


blowing out some of the weds. 
Suffice to say that it is simple to 
cut through a 1 inch plate steel 
with a 3,000 pound to toe square 
inch water micro-jet. Rumaita 
has more than three times that 
pressure, with all toe structural 
risk that implies. 

It is in this specific area that the 
oil lakes mentioned in many 
periodicals are located, apparent- 
ly being continually fed by rogue 
blowouts. One Dutch consultant 
assured toe author that several o| 
toe ultra high pressure wells haa 
cratered, i.e. had their wellheads 
blown completely off. Possibly as 
a result of a direct hit or near miss 
. from B52s flying at 36,000 plus 
feet _ j 

Those wells pose a horrifying , 
problem. The only solution is to j 
get in dose with heavy drilling , 
rigs, and drill directional relief ■ 
wells into the base of the blow- 
outs. To approach 11,000 psi 
wells at surface level is nothing 
less than suicide. 

It may not be possible to use 
rigs at ail. If the ofl lakes are as , 
big as some reports (and con- j 
tacts) piggest, the risks from ; 
sparks in an area saturated with ! 
heavy gas would be prohibitive. 1 

Attack credibility j 

It is fair to ask what on earth 
President Bush, as a previous ; 
owner of Zapata oil company, ; 
was trying to achieve. If Saddam [ 
Hussein’s threat was real, then 
Bush, as a former oilman himself, 
should have held back and put in 
special force teams to secure the 
wellheads. The Iraqi troops were 
mesmerised by the bombing, 
undermanned and terrified. 
.There would have been little if 
any resistance. 

Mr. Bush chose not to do so. A 
strategic analysis of Bush adnri- 
nistration options in toe Middle 
Bast show that while the most 
obvious possibility appears that 
of controlling the flow of oil from 
the Middle East itself, there is an f 
alternative. | 

The author, who served as an 
consultant Cor twenty years, with 
direct experience in the Middle 
East, is nowin freelance journal- 
isL eased m- Perth, Australia. 
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‘All settlements are obstacles’ 
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Tbe Middle East peace pro- 
ws, which started m Madrid, 
Spain, in October, made fittle 
headway mater the hardline Sha- 
mir government, which was top- 
pled by Mr. Rabin’s Labour Party 
in June 23 elections^ 

Mr. Rabin has made progress 
in the peace process one of ins 
top priorities and has signalled 
willingness to meet part of the 
d e m a nd s of the Palestinians aod 
Arabs. Many interpret his moves 
as mainly aimed at pacifying 
Washington and seeming nracb- 
n ceded $10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees to absorb Jewish im- 
migrants. 

Reports in the Israeli as weQ as 
American press said that Mr. 
Baker and Mr. Rabin had made 
progress on unblocking the $10 
billion loan guarantees to Israel. 
The Bosh administration, at odds 
with the Shamir government, 
froze the guarantees demanding a 
halt to Jewish settlement of the 
occupied territories. Several com- 
promise formulas were suggested 
and considered during Mr. Bak- 
er’s talks with Mr. Rabin foflowing the 
Israeli government’s decision 
Sunday to suspend new settle- 
ment activities in the occupied 
territories. 

Washington told tbe Shamir 
government that it could have the 
loan guarantees under two sets of 
conditions. It could have $2 bil- 
lion for one year if it undertook 
only to complete about 5,000 
housing already under construc- 
tion in the occupied West bank 
and Gaza and freeze all new 
settlement construction, or it 
conld have $10 billion over five 
years if it froze all settlement 
construction, including those 
already initiated. 

Under the emerging under- 
standing, settlements would be 
halted in the Jordan Valley and 
die Golan, but Israel would con- 
tinue to build in Arab East Jeru- 
salem, the Jerusalem Post re- 
ported, quoting unidentified 
Israeli sources. 

Tbe key sticking point was the 
area around Jerusalem, die daily 
said. 

Homes in advanced stage of 
construction would be completed 
in all areas, with die money spent 
on them deducted from the 
guarantees. 

The A] Harmshmar daily said 
Mr. Baker came into the meet- 
ings with Mr. Rabin satellite 
photos showing the scope of con- 
struction was 'much largcj ^than 
assumed. 

According to Israeli figures, 

16.000 units are in progress m die 
occupied territories. The figure 
includes 4,900 only awaiting util- 
ity hookup, 9,000 being built and 

3.000 on which land-clearing has 
begun. 

.In his comments in Amman, 
Mr. Baker said a final decision on 
the loan guarantees would be 
taken when Mr. Rabin visits Pres- 
ident George Bush in tbe U.S. 


next mouth. . u The agreement Ins 
not yet been concluded, although 
we have had some very extensive 
and productive discussions with 
the new Israeli leadership,” be 
said in reply to a question. 

“There appears to be an entire- 
ly different approach cm the part 
of the Israeli gover nm ent towards 
settlements in the territories. Set- 
tlements in the occupied territor- 
ies have never beenconsidered to 
be positive for peace, as far as the 
policy position of tbe U.S. is 
concerned. Indeed, we have char- 
acterised them as obstacles to' 
peace...," he said. - 

“So perhaps with this new atti- 
tude and approach to settlements - 
on tbe part of the new Israeli 
government, we can find some 
way to reach agreement in re- 
spect to provisioning for absorp- 
tion Jewikb immigrants migrating 
to Israel, a principle that the U.S. 
has always supported. 

“When (Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Rabin) get together we hope that 
they will find a way to reach 
agreement with respect to this 
matter...” 

The King was asked how he 
viewed suggestions that the Arab 
countries should lift their trade 
boycott of Israel in response to 
what some called as tbe “good- 
will” gestures of Mr. Rabin. 

In reply, the King described 
the issue as a “small portion” of 
the problem and said: “This is an 
Arab League matter and it was as 
handled as such before and would 
probably be handled as such later 
on. 

“The position will be mart* 
dear when we reach that point in 
the Arab League far whatever 
decision will be taken at the 
appr o priate time.” ' 

The King declined comment on 
a question what was the impact 
on a possible Baker departure 
from Middle East peacemaking 
to electioneering for Mr. Bush 
(see page 2). “I don’t comment on 
rumours,” he said. 

Mr. Baker flew to Damascus, 
later Tuesday, but President 
Hafez A1 Assad’s meeting with 
Mr. Baker doe to take place on 
Tuesday was put off because of 
the death of the Syrian leader’s 
mother, diplomats said. 

U.S. officials travelling with 
Mr. Baker were unsure when the 
two would meet. 

They said it was posable he 
would fly by helicopter to Mr. 
Assad’s home town to meet the 
Syrian leader. 

This means he will spend two _ 
nights instead of one mDamascus 
and visit Jeddah on Thursday. 

One of the main objectives' of 
Mr. Baker’s current Middle East 
mission is to prepare the ground for 
the next round for Arab-Israeli 
bilateral negotiations. 

The talks gre scheduled to be 
held in Rome, but no date has 
been set yet. 

An Israeli newspaper report 
said on Tuesday that Mr. Baker 
was carrying a Israeli message to 
Syria' offering to discuss pulling 



Mubarak accepts Israeli invitation 
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back from part of the Golan 
Heights. 

Under the reported deal, Israel 
would agree to freeze settlement 
building in “security” areas. 

The daily Yedioth Ahronoth 
newspaper said if Syria publicly 
declared its determination to 
achieving peace with Israel, the 
Jewish state would dfu-ncc a “ter- 
ritorial compromise'’ concerning 
the Golan Heights. 

However, the paper quoted 
political sources who said that 
Israel would not return the entire 
Golan, an area of 1,150 square 
kilometres. 

Before leaving Israel earlier 
Tuesday, Mr. Baker praised Mr. 
Rabin’s peace overtures, saying 
he believed they would prompt 
similar gestures from the Arabs. 

After meeting Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, Mr. Bak- 
er told reporters: “I leave now for 
Arab capitals and I will be car- 
rying a message that in my view 
mere is a new opportunity to 
move forward.” 

“There have been some state- 
ments already from this new gov- 
ernment in Israel that we find 
promising, that we think inspire 
trust and confidence, and we 
hope and believe that we’ll see 
some new statements as well from 
Arab capitals,” he said. 

“So we’re off now to Jordan, to 
Egypt, to Syria and to Saudi 
Arabia," he added. - ' 
w Mr.. Baker found both the ] 
Rabin government and Palesti- 
nian leaders voicing an unusually 
“sense of urgency” about return- 
ing to the negotiating table, a 
State Department official told re- 
porters. 

He said that despite this eager- 
ness, both sides agreed with the 
United States that the negotia- 
tions should not begin until they 
develop new substantive propos- 
als. 

After meeting Mr. Baker for 
nearly an hour, Mr. Peres told 
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reporters: “We feel that we 
started a new momentum for 
peace that we will continue to 
drive and support all the way.” 
He said Israel would continue 
to work on details ahead of Mr. 
Rabin’s meeting with President 


the (areas 


Bush in the United States next 
month. 

“I do believe that things will be 
concluded when tbe president of 
the United States and the prime 
minister of Israel will meet some- 
time in August,” Mr. Peres said. 



reporters showed there was prog- 
ress in both directions but no 
specific steps were announced ex- 
cept Mr. Mubarak's acceptance 
of an invitation to visit Israel. 

“Mr. Rabin invited me, but 
frankly I need no invitation," Mr. 
Mubarak said. "Whether I find it 
convenient X will go. My response 

is positive with Mr. Rabin.” 

This was a for ay from Mr. 
Mubarak's rejection of overtures 
to meet with Mr. Shamir during 
the prime minister’s six months in 
office. Mr. Mubarak always criti- 
cised Mr. Shamir for intransi- 
gence and said he would not meet 
with him unless be thawed. 

_ Mr. Mubarak evaded a ques- 
tion on whether he and Mr. 
Rabin had agreed on measures to 
improve bilateral relations. Bat 
be snapped “of course” when 
asked if he considered that Mr. 
Rabin’s visit heralds a new chap- 
ter in Israeli-Egyptian ties. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Rabin, 


who fought on opposite sides in 
three wars, appeared at easd with 
each other throughout the news 
conference/ They exchanged 
occasional smiles and shared a 
lone handshake for photo- 


Both characterised their talks 
as an exchange of views. “We did 
not try to reach agreements or 
understandings,'* Mr. Rabin said. 

“Israel is -very interested in 
peace and without missing 
Israel’s vital security and in- 
terests, we will do our utmost to 
accelerate the peace process,” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Mubarak said he was con- 
vinced of Mr. Rabin’s peaceful 
intentions “and I am very pleased 
with that.” 

“Let me remind you that Mr. 
Rabin has only been in office for 
one week, Mr. Mubarak added. 
”... We lave to give him time. 
We did not go into details or 
expect miracles. I think we could 
■move forward in the peace pro- 
cess.” 


Mr. Mubarak said that Mr. 
Rabin’s temporary freeze of set- 
tlement building in the West 
Bank and Gaza was “a good step 
on the right track and we appreci- 
ate it. Yet we need much more.” 
He did not specify what else 
Mr. Rabin should do. 

The 1979 peace treaty has 
given Egypt a unique moderating 
role between Israel and the 
Arabs. 

“I am happy to see you,” a 
miffing Mubarak told Mr. Rabin 
as they shook hands at tbe head 
of the red-carpeted straircase of 
the Kubbah presidential palace 
on the prime minister’s arrival 
from the airport. “You are wel- 
come to Egypt” 

Greeted by a military band that 
played the Israeli and Egyptian 
national anthems, Mr. Rabin laid 
wreaths at the tomb of tbe un- 
known soldier and the nearby 
grave of President Anwar Sadat. 

The wreath' on Mr. Sadat’s 
tomb said in Hebrew. “With re- 
spect for the man of peace. Yit- 
zhak Rabin, prime minister of 
Israel.” 



U.S. sees ‘more effective’ sanctions 

(Continued Grom page 1) had taken to enforce that no 

goods are smuggled into Iraq. 

“The prime minister outlined 
for us a number of detailed steps 
that the government of Jordan 
has taken on its own — not 
because of any request from us or 
anyone else — steps that we drink 
have been responsible for tbs 
greater effectiveness of enforce- 
ment that we have seen in recent 
days and weeks,” Mr. Baker 
stressed. 

Jordanian officials say that no 
new measures have been adopted 
in enforcing the sanctions since 
none weas necessary in view of 
the Kingdom’s adherence to the 
embargo from the very begin- 
ning. 

■ In a response to a question by a 
member of the press corps 
travelling with Mr. Baker 
whether Jordan would support a 
new resolution to use force 
against Iraq if it did not permit an 
inspection team into the ministry 
of agriculture in Baghdad, King 
Hussein asked : “Are you telling 
me that military action is immi- 
nent?” 

“I believe as for as Iraq is 
concerned, I would like to make 
It abundantly dear that our con- 
cern has been and wQl continue to- 
be for the Iraqi people and for an 
end to this entire nightmare from 
which all of ns suffered,” tbe 
King stressed- - 


but asserted that ‘it had not risen 
to the magnitude of that here.” 

“It’s not a case of accusation” 
against Jordan, he insisted. 
“There has been, in our view, 
some lekage across the border." 

He added that “in recent 
weeks, we have seen striking 
improvement in sanctions- 
enforcement.” 

King Hussein urged members 
of the foreign press to help pre- 
sent the truth about Jordan’s 
compliance with the resolutions. 

“I think our friends in the 
media can help by searching for 
the truth and maybe presenting it 
to public opinion both in the U.S. 
and elsewhere, and maybe some 
obstacles may be overcome as a 
result,” the King said. 

He was answering a reporter's 
question on whether the U.S. had 
agreed to resume full financial 
assistance to Jordan after the 
American Congress had sus- 
pended aid to the Kingdom for 
allegedly busting tbe embargo on 


don’t think the Secretary 
(Mr. Baker) has given me any 
news of any change at the^ mo- 
ment in policies towards us,” the 
King said. 

Mr. Baker said he was briefed 
by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker on the steps Jordan 


Truce holds in Afghan capital 

(Centianed Gram page 1) 


women carried bundles on their 

beads. 

“Please tell the United Nations 
to get involved,” pleaded 30- 
year-old Rahila, who uses only 
one name. “We can’t do anything 
anymore. This has gone beyond 
talking." 

Hezb-e-Wahdat blamed, 
fttehad-c-Islami for the fighting. 
Ittehad-e-Islami accused Hezb-o- 
Wahdat of starting the latest 
shootout. 

Those who were driven from 
their homes WampH the interim 
government that stepped into 
power in late April following the 
collapse of the communist reg- 


ime. 

"These people can’t role,” said 
one. gray-beared man as he 
sprinted down the rutted, narrow 
street in western Kabul. 

“The communists may have 
been infidels, but even an unholy 
government would be better than 
these hypocritical Muslims. Long 
five Najibullab,” he said. 

He was referring to the Soviet- 
. installed former president in hid- 
ing at a U.N. compound since 
April 16 after being stripped of 
power by Ms own party 

Hezb-e-Wabdat is seeking 
greater representation for the 
Aazaras, the minority Shiites 
oonoeotxated in central Afghanis- 
tan. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAINAR & SONS 

(SfcJTEL. 604676 604656 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 



MBEE1 



P.O-Box 2206 Amman, Jordan 
Off the 2nd Qrde. Jaba) Amman 


33 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Spedal Chinese 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

\Opea 11-30330 A 6:00-1130 daily \ 

Tain away b avaflabto 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 
[tbL W1S22, Amman) 

finer Tasted 

Ig L, Afaqj* LOtd 
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a CROWN § 

1 INTFL EST. p 
H Packing, shipping, g 
h forwarding, storage, 1 
I clearing, door-to-door 1 
service . g 






YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN.- 

☆ Kais D rye lean. 1 Hr. Service 
A- Shoes repair * Engraving 

it Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry. curtains & carpets 

cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUDIO HAIG 


, . ‘ ' 

’Hour Service ' \ • 

.'.pevehsp'your colour djta'at 
| • shop, and get:-- 

* ■ JUMBO phot* 
stze3Q% larger , 

P; _ ijFreie v ,e*» I ar'#*- 
ment 20 x-*'30 





AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12M-15M& 1&3Q-2330 

. Tel: 03-314415 



Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahliyyah t Giris School 

Tak*-away xarvtca 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 638968 



Terrace 

Restaurant 

1 Tapas Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

label Amman - 3ni Clrde 
For EesBTVHlion Tel 615030 -1 


4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa, two 
storey building with base- 
ment, 5 bedrooms, 5 bath- 
rooms, office, big living 
area and big basement for 
services. 850 sq. metres.. 
Location: Um Utheina 
opposite the residence of 
the Saudi Arabian ambas- 
sador. 

For further details please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TtL: 810605, 810609, 810520 
Fax: 810520 . 



' CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman -Tel 6681 93 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Tele< 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


oo 




Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


* 



TAIWAN TOURISM) 


|New management bgr| 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

|jabal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Re5:665121 



S-$ 














JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 1992 


Boulmerka hopes to 
lift Algeria’s morale 


PARIS (R) — Hassiba Boulmer- 
ka, Algeria’s first female athletics 
world champion, is determined to 
give her trouble country its first 
Olympic gold medal in Barcelo- 
na. 

Tin ready to die to win in 
'^Barcelona. I want to win to boost 
‘the morale of my compatriots,” 
' she said. 

Eleven months ago. In Tokyo, 
Boulmerka shocked the world 
and some of her fellow Algerians 
by winning the 1,500 metres title 
. at the World Championships. 

. She became only the second 
woman athlete from an Arab 

* country to win a major title after 
. 'Morocco’s Nawai A1 Moutawakel 
.. took the 400 metres hurdles at the 

1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. 

A lot has changed in Algeria 

* since Tokyo. 

‘ ■ Leaders of the outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS), who 
' often denounced Boulmerka for 

* baring her legs on the athletics 
track, were arrested and sent- 
enced to 12 years in jail in a 
crackdown on Muslim fun- 
damentalism, and the nation’s 
leader has been murdered. 

“I know I have appeared as a 
big threat to Muslim fun- 
damentalists," Boulmerka said in 
an interview in Paris two weeks 
after Algerian head of state 
'Mohammad Boudiaf was assas- 
sinated. 

“But I believe in democracy 
and I will fight for my rights until 
'my last breath.” 

' Part of her fight will be to win a 
'.gold medal in Barcelona. 

I' “I want to be a relief for all 
Algerians. The problems in my 
‘country exist in other parts of the 
world. But my country is in a bad 
state. It must stop at all costs,” 


she said. 

But she admitted she was no 
politician and said she was more 
interested in her charity work for 
the disabled. 

On the track, ber task on Aug. 
4 looks like a mission impossible. 
A knee injury in January ham- 
pered her preparation for the 
games and she has failed to im- 
press in her few races so far this 
season. 

She finished within the pack in 
Noisy-Le-Grand in her first race, 
fell in Lille and was only third in 
Nice this month. 

Tm feeling much better now. 
I have worked hard to make up 
for lost time and I hope IT1 be 
ready on D-Day.” 

In between meetings, she 
trained at Paris’ Institute of 
Sports and at a training camp in 
Zinnowitz, in Germany, where 
sprinter Katrin Krabbe used to 
practice before big events. 

She since left for a hideaway in 
the south of France, where she is 
training with compatriot Azze- 
. dine Brahmi, the 3,000 metres 
steeplechase bronze medallist in 
Tokyo, and their coach Amar 
Bouras. 

'Tm under intense pressure, 
from my compatriots and from 
the international press and it 
doesn’t help,” she added. 

But she has been used to press- 
ure since she ran her first cross- 
country race in 1984, in ber home 
town of Constantine. Friends and. 
teachers tried hard to discourage 
her from running, she said. 

Eight years later, she will enter, 
the Olympic Stadium at the open- 
ing ceremony on July 25, wearing 
the Hijab (veil) which is part of 
the official suit of the Algerian 
women’s team. 



•Powell makes longest jump in history 

'SESTRIERE, Italy (R) — American world record holder Mike 
-Powell recorded the longest jump in history Tuesday with a 
-wind-assisted 8.99 metres at an international athletics meeting 
“here. Powell, who broke Bob Beamon's 23-year-old long jump 
World record with a leap of 8.95 at last year's Tokyo world 
-Championships, came close to breaching the nine-metre mark 
here with the help of a following wind of three metres a second, a 
metre above the allowable limit. Carl Lewis, the world record 
’ bolder and world champion who did not qualify for the Barcelona 
Olympic 100 metres, finished first over the distance in 9.97 
; seconds with a following wind of 2.5 metres a second. His Santa 

- Monica Track Club team. mate Mike Marsh docked 19.79 in the 

* 200 and former world record bolder Renakto Nebemiah returned 
.. 13.29 in the 110 metres.hurcfles. Both, times were wind-assisted. 

About 10.000 spectators were present,. in the higb-altitnde ski 
.resort town on a cold and blustery morning. 

Chioccioli wins his first Tour stage 

ST. ETIENNE, France (R) — Last year’s Giro dTtalia' winner 
Franco Chioccioli celebrated his first appearance in the tour de 
France by claiming victory in the fifteenth stage. The 32-year-old 
. Italian broke away from the pack on the 1.200-metre Col De La 
Croix-De-Chaubouret just outside St. Etienne and came in to win 
in four hours 43 minutes 59 seconds. Dimitri Konyshev of the CIS 

• was second and Gian carlo Perini of Italy third, both 42 seconds 

■ behind. Overall leader Miguel Indurain of Spain finished in a 

- small group a few seconds later and retained the yellow jersey on 
a mainly flat day following a strenuous weekend in the Alps. 
French rider Roman Pensec, who was in second place and chasing 

'Cbiocdoli on the descent into St. Etienne, fell heavily on a bend 
after the road was made treacherous by a sudden shower of rain. 

Borg beats Vilas in exhibition 

MAHWAH, New Jersey (AP) — Bjorn Borg continued his 
.mastery over Guillermo Vilas in their first exhibition meeting, 
winning 6-1, 6-3 in a match that concluded the Pathmark Classic. 
Borg ran up a 4-0 lead in the first set, lost a 24-point fifth game 

- .and then broke to dose out the set, winning with a forehand 
passing shot on the run. The second set was decided on a break in 
the eighth game and Borg ended the 63- minute match with 
successive aces. Borg holds a 10-3 lead in his series with Vilas, 

■ who won their last match at the Nations Cap in 1980. 

Finnish, Javelin ace sets record 

HELSINKI, Finland (AP)' — Seppo Raty, one of Finland’s 
greatest medal prospects in the upcoming Olympic Games, set at 
. new Finnish javelin throw record of 90,60 metres in Klankkala. 
Raty trails only Czechoslovaks Jan Zelezny, who owns the 
‘world record of 94,74, Oslo, Norway, July 4, albeit thrown with a 
controversially designed new model, and Britain’s Steve Backley 
! who threw 91,46 metres in January in New Zealand. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
Tr»un* Mttfg Sorriest. 

1991 HAND OF THE TEAR 

i -South vulnerable. North source of tricks caused considerable 
problems. 

NORTH West led a low spade and declarer 


** North-South vulnerable. North 
'desk. 

. NORTH 

1 

> 7 E8 7 6 

I 0 A K 10 4 

> * 3 2 

I WEST EAST 

10 9 6 4 * 8 6 3 

fr.Q 10 3 7 A 9 6 2 

$9653 v J 2 

M0'8 * K Q 9 7 

! SOUTH 

i * J 72 

VJ4 

• . 0Q87 

: : 4AJ654 

<Tha bidding: 

jNorth East South West 

*1 6 Pass 1 NT Paisa 

5 NT Pass Pass Pan 

■ Opening lead: Four of * 

* its annual meeting in Yokoha- 
ma, Japan, in October, the Interna- 
tidhol Bridge Press Association 
granted its “Hand of the Year” 
prize to S bowel Friedman of IsraeL 
^be hand whs played in thc Europe- 
.■Jjn Community Championships. 

h* Friedman became declarer at 
jhree no trump after a standard auc- 
tion. Despite the feet there were 27 
high -card points in the combined 
SpMmg, the feet there was no ready 


could count only seven fast tricks. 
While the heart or diamond suits 
might each produce another trick, 
clubs offered an aftenfeth-e of at 
least one trick, possibly two. Unfor- 
tunately, the South hand was rather 
short of entries. 

Declarer got off to a good start by 
winning the act of gperfc— And lead- 
ing a dub at trick two. After East , 
followed low. South inserted the 
jack. When that held, 'declarer was 
up to eight tricks, and he found a 
pretty good method to ensure a 
ninth. Declarer crossed to the kmg 
of spades, led a dub to the ace and 
continued with a dub, discarding 
the queen of spades from dummy: 

On lead with the queen of dubs. 
East was faced -with a choice of un- 
pleasant options. A spade return 
would provide declarer with an extra 
entry to hand to establish and cash a 
long dub for the fillfilling trick. To 
lead a diamond would be into the 
table’s tenace and allow declarer to 
score four diamond tricks. And a 
heart would be up to the king, giving 
declarer Mb ninth trick in that suit. 

Check and mate 


Ali struggles to beat Abu Hamda 
in tennis championship final 


By Aleea Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Haui A1 Ali Tues- 
day defeated all-time rival Imad 
Abo Hamda 5-7, 6-4, 6-2 to win 
the second round of the 1992 
Jordan Open Tennis Cham- 
pionship. 

A crowd of over 250 fans 
attended the match played at the 
Jordan Tennis Federation (JTF) 
courts, during which Abu Hamda 
won the first set 7-5. Ali come 
back to win the second set 6-4. 

In the third and final set AH 
broke Abu Ham da’s serve to lead 
2-1 but lost serve at 2-2. He again 
broke Abu Hamda to lead 3-2 
and held serve to buOd a com- 
manding lead of 4-2. 

Ali seemed determined to win 
and retain his top ranking in 
Jordan as Abu Hamda lost serve 


to trail 5-2. 

Ali held serve to win the third 
set 6-2. He now leads the 1992 
Jordan Tennis Championship 
with 500 points. Aba Hamda is 
second with 300 points. 

Following the match, a jubilant 
Ali told the Jordan Times: “It 
was a tough match. X lost confi- 
dence because of my serve, bat 
my fighting spirit kept me going.” 

Ali acknowledged his oppo- 
nent’s improvement saying: “He 
(Abn Hamda) has improved a 
lot. It was jnst bis bad lock he lost 
the match.” 

All said he recently had a big 
lapse in training for the cham- 
pionship because of his recent 
engagement and absence from 

tr ainin g 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Times Abn Hamda said: “The 
game was mine. I could have 
taken it in two sets. But once the 


match got into the third set I was 
down and my legs were aching. I 
couldn’t get dose to the net. Next 
time- it will be closer.” 

O n the eve of the final match 
JTF President Daood Hanama 
received a message from Her 
Majesty Queen Noor praising the 
Standard of tennis in the King- 
dom. 

“Her Majesty has asked me to 
convey to the members of the 
Jordan Tennis Federation and to. 
the competitors that she would 
have very much liked to be with 
us at this second championship of 
the men’s singles tournament. 
Her Majesty wishes to express, 
ber pride in the high standards'' 
achieved by our Jordanian play-, 
ers and her appreciation to those, 
who organised the tournament 
and tools forward to joining ns in 
future tournament,” Dr. Hanama 
said in a statement to the press. 



Hunt A1 AM 



Pieterse disappears, may miss Olympics 

BARCELONA (R) — Zola Pieterse, a controversial figure where 
ever she goes, has gone missing and may not compete in the 
Barcelona Olympics. Pieterse was not among die South African 
team who arrived here Tuesday and South African National 
Olympic Committee (NOCSA) President Sam Ramsamy said he 
had no idea where she was. All countries must name their 
athletics teams by midnight Tuesday. “At the moment only one 
person knows where she is and that’s God, and maybe Zola 
Pieterse,” Mr. Ramsamy said. Newspaper reports said Pieterse. 
who competed for Britain under her maiden name of Bndd at the 
1984 Los Angeles Olympics, was being treated in London for a 
liver complaint. 

IOC: Petranoff unlikely to qualify 

BARCELONA (R) — The International Olympic 
(IOC) said Tuesday that javelin thrower Tom Petranoff, came of 
a major row in South Africa, was unlikely to be allowed to 
compete in the Barcelona Games. The case of U.S.-born 
Petranoff, a naturalised South African, has split the South 
African Athletics Association (ASA) on racial lines with one 
faction nominating him fin* the games and the other rejecting him. 
But IOC spokeswoman Michele Verdier told reporters: “I do not 
think Tom Petranoff can qualify for these games in as much as the 
South African Olympic Committee (NOCSA), for whom he could 
qualify, has not included him in its list of participants." 

Olympic dream ends for Sandra Myers 

MADRID (AP) — Sandra Myers, the Kansas native bidding to 
become the fast Spanish woman to a medal in the summer 
Olympics, wOl miss her chance because of a nagging leg injury f 
she said. The UCLA graduate, who took out Spanish citizenship 
four years ago, placed third at 400 metres m lhe-1991 World 
Champions and was on trade to be among the medal favourite in 
the event in Barcelona antif suffering an achilles tendon injury 
two months ago in a training session. The 31-year-old Madrid 
resident has two frustrating months resting and undergoing 
various treatments to belp the injury heal, including a four-day 
visit last week to a “natural healer” in Spam’s northwestern 
region of Galicia. “Little by little it’s getting better and a month 
from now I’ll probably be fine, but now Fm in no shape to 
compete — it’s just bad timing,” she said. “It’s not my first injury, 
it’s just one of those things that happen in trad: and field.” 

Becker sparks row over Olympic remarks 

BARCELONA (R) — Former Wimbledon champion Boris 
Becker can expect a frostly welcome from his Olympic team 
mates after upsetting them in a magazine interview. Becker’s 
comments that he was going to the games just to enjoy the- 
atmosphere rather than to win have infuriated other German 
athletes and officials. “I want an explanation from Becker,” wild 


German delegation bead Ulrich Feldhoff. Becker, who has 
earned some $10 millio n in prize money from tennis, told the 
German Zeit magazine that be was more interested in soaking up 
the Olympic spirit when be flies into Barcelona later this week for 
his first games than in winning a medal for his country. “I want to 
drink coffee with other athletes, such as Carl Lewis,” he was 
quoted as saying. But an angry Feldhoff responded: “I can't set 
up such a date for Boris Becker. The Olympics are no coffee 
party. It is no secret that athletes come to the Olympic Games to 
achieve the best possible results. Iris a high point in an athlete’s 
career.” 


Mitchell vows to be a ‘hungry animal 9 

NARBONNE, France (AP) — De nnis Mitchell is acting like a 
hungry lion waiting to pounce cm fas unsuspecting prey. Since 
becoming the king of American sprinters last month by winning 
the 100-metre championship at the U.S. Olympic trials, Mitchell 
has failed to assert his authority. Instead of winning, he has 
settled for second and third-place finishes on the tough European 
c ir c ui t The tosses wi0_not have any bearing on his Olympic 
per form ance, be says. “They haven’t damaged my confidence,” 
he said at the U.S. trade and field team's training facility, before 
leaving for a meet Tuesday night at Sestriere, Italy. “I cannot win 
every race Fm in. I cannot do that, I will not do that Fve always 
tost Losing has made me hungry to win. In Barcelona, I will come 
out a hungry animal.” 

Tragedy spurs De La Hoya on to gold 

BARCELONA (R) — Win or lose, Olympic boxer Oscar De La 
Hoya ends every fight on his knees. “After every boot I get down 
on one knee and blow a kiss pp to the sky to her,” the American 
said.‘T do it after every win, and even if I lose.? “Her” is his 
mother jCedHa, who died of breast cancer in Loft: Angeles -jn 
October 199(1 at (her age of '-38. ' The memory of' her bums as 
brightly as* ever. Her last wish feas for softfy^spokdri' Osduytfie 
boy she cheered on from the ringside, to win an Olympic gold 
medal and be is determined to grant it in Barcelona. - 

Henkel’s injury worry returns 

BONN (R) — World high jump champion Heike Henkel, who 
appeared at the weekend to have recovered from an achilles 
tendon injury, was again troubled by it during training. Coach 
Gerd Oscnberg said the German, who cleared 2.03 metres at a 
meeting in Ingolstadt at the weekend with no apparent 01-effect, 
had again felt the tendon injury during framing. The Ingolstadt 
competition was her last before she jumps at the Olympics on 
Aug. 8. “Heike bzd considerable prams again daring training,” 
said Oscnberg. “We must use tbe remaining two and a half weeks 
till the competition in Barcelona with the help of physiotherapy.” 
After tbe Ingolstadt meeting, Henkel had said: "The higher I 
jumped, the less it hurt.” 


Peanuts 


tWHAT ABOUT LUNCH ? 


I THOUGHT FIRST- CLASS 
PASSENGERS WERE ALWAYS 
J5ERVEP A NICE LUNCH.. 






Andy Capp 




llT‘S-C*Le*r NIGHT. HALF ] 
CUSTOMERS ARE -< 
f WAITINGT' BE WSCOVERECS) 
>ANDTHEOTHERHALF < 
[>SRE>U=RAfDTWEV WILL BE] 


Mutton’ Jeff 


LISTEN, MUTT.' I WON’T 
BE HOME UNTIL LATE' 
I’M’ WAITING AT THE 
STAGE DOOR FOR NONA 
TO FINISH HER ACT/OH, 
SURE SHE'S AN ACTRESS' 
hSHft INTHE CHORUS' / 


A SHOWto*lRL,HEy.‘ ) 

NICE, HUH' J 

LISTEN, HAS SHE ) 
y JW FRIENDS ? / 

SURE? 
< NONA HAS 

VaJuSS FRIENDS! 


LISTEN. JEFF, ASK J 

HER TO <?ET A fTsuRE* 
FRIEND FORMER < 

■LETS MAKE tTAfej tWV 

. FOU 
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' FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 22, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson,- Astrologer, Carroll tighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: With 
most everyone in amood to alter 
or break up conditions 

avoid into argument with 

associates as you wisely -apply the 
Golden Rule and hold on to your 
temper.- 

AK1BS: '(March 21 to Apia 19) 
You have all aorfeoflnew ideas and 
plans of action you want to put into 
(notion but the time.it not yet ripe 
to do. so but make preparations 
now. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) A 
situation you have been 
frying to arrange for sometime still 

does not seem to be resolving itself 

you need stiO more patience, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
'promise you have made an associ- 
ate arises' earfy to require your 
attention after which it is best to 
engage in some sadden burst of 
complaints. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are tied down to usual 
activities and they aren't very 
spariding tat they have to be done 
while later a sudden change brings 
more excitement. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the day to make sure you go along 
with dose companion and not fed 
cheated out or some fim you feel 
you otherwise, would be enjoying. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your day to accept members of 
your own funOy and conditions at 


’yemr home jnst a* they are without 
yielding to desire to make com- 
ments or changes. 

■LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) It raid be a good idea to get 
imw any eommnnfoations that you 
yhave pot off after which be pre- 
pared for some surprise mesmge or 
a v i ati o n . 

SCORPIO; (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make sure yon settle what- 
ever accounts you have outaand- 

ing and mvertjgtfecarefalfy before 
winking asy new indebtedness or 
later problems arise. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
Dece mb er 21) You. feel yon are 
limited in ways almost bejwnd en- 
durance but tins lasts only & short 
time then an extraordinary situa- 
tion arises for your attention. 
CAPRICORN:' (December 22 to 
January 20) You want to get out 
from under an obstacle in your Gfe 
early but it resolves Itself and later 
you find a new Interest comes into 
your life. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Friends are very important 
to you and you fed badly because 
one disappoints you early but later 
another Brings a unique condition 
into your life. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take some time out to attend ! 
to a worldly matter that has been 
pending and later you find a new 
outlet to come before tbe public, a 
bigwig. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Honl* 



“Our vacation budget is tight this year. 
1 can afford to fax a picture of 
us to Disneyland.” 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tha above cartoon. 


Answer hero: it 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) . 

JumbtaK AWOKE FORGO DOUBLY GUITAR 
Answer Ifyouwantfoorctwerlngthatwon'teartywear 
out, ask for something - - - "RUG-GED" 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Joan D. Bwfarich 


ACROSS 
1 Block of tea 
6 Jazz plshra 
10 FDR's amine 

14 (founded 
molding 

15 Concerning 

16 Desert dweSer 

17 composer 
Maurice ' 

18 winter's crystal 

20 Chemical suffer 

21 Apparel 

23 Peaks 

24 0*erwhe6 io 

25 Starchy plant 
27 Beebe 

30 Bongetad 
squares. 


33 Senior 

34 Artless 

36 Annex 

37 dark's ghimend 

38 Terra — 

38 Commerces' 


aaaa 

HUH 


■ JJ 8 II JJJ 

■jiii jjiii 

■ JBH8 3HH 

w am ?■■■■ 


fAdonausr] 19 DanMi Istands 

61 Countertenor 22 Johnny — 

62 Cosmetic name .24 Mars, ta' Athens 
B3 “— Whdow" - 28 Bison name 
54 Free Tram a 27LonsfSght 


66 Increase in pay 29 Jacques' 


DOWN 

■iSXSKL- 

3 Wandar - 
4Ma)t<tt* 

5 Host!* rotations 
STDs Sun 
Also— " 
7Travetars' 
Stopovers 


30 Author Joyce 

31 Icy com 

32 David's weapon 
34 Santa’s home? 
36 Misplace 

38 Moon horn 
38 Normandy dty 
41 Rice dish 
42TraveHng jes 


Hgnn nnnnn nnnn 

gnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn 

nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn 

nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 

SnSS n n n R rnn nnS 

Hgnn nnrnnm nnnn 
t]P,nr.HS nnn nnnnn 
r * n RHHE n nnnnnnn 
L nn niin Finn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
RHRn nnnnnnnnnn 
RHHS G nn nn nnnn 
jnnnp nnnnn nnno 


45 Lanka 
47 Chekhov or 
Dvorak 
43 Open a hit 
49 Strong wind 


B2 Movie dog 

53 Pasta dsn 

54 BBs 

55 Curved motfflng 

57Uucooked 


44 venter day* are 50 NwnScsi prefix ske fSSZL 

















Economy 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
teaefing trend currencies ana gold against the dollar at nritisesrion 
on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Stating 1.8950/60 

One U.sTaollar 1.193207 

1.4977/87 
. 1.6882/92 
13300/10 
30.76/80 
5.0610/60 
1140/1141 
125.48/S 
5.4310/60 
5.8750/8800 
5.7590/7640 

One ounce of gold 35730/35730 


"Cinema 


U-S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Devtscbemarks 
Dutch gulden 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs . 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish c ro w ns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U-S. dollars 


Tel: 677420" 


PARAMEDICS 

Shows 3 JO, &«, 8-JO, 10-JOp.m. 

Showdown In Ltttla Tokyo 

Show: 5:10 pjn. only. 


Tel: 675571 


ItaMAI 


Play for the whole family 


call A! MashM Theatre to arrange for special 
to schools and -summer centres. 

Sodh Abu Awad wil be performing in 

TA’A U OAIMEH (CHAOS) 


Zambia to sell off 
state firms 


LUSAKA (R) — The Zambian 
government has set in place a 
framework under which it wffl sell 
off more than .130 state firms in 
line with IMF recommendations. 

Officials said the government 
had approved plans . for the 
formation of a Zambia privatisa- 
tion centre and agency to handle 
the five-year programme. 

The 11-member agency will 
nave .representatives from the 
Lnini«m*^g of trade, commerce, 
industry and finance as well as 
bade unions and private business 

'The self-off plan forms part of 
Zambia’s International Monetary 
ftmd (IMF) supervised economic 
reform pro gramm e. . The World 
Bank gave Zambia S210 imUkm 
this month in privatisation cre- 
dits. 

The g o v ernm e nt hopes to rednee 
its b ui oc n erf subskfismg up to 80 
per cent of the public sector 
through the off e r s. 

Party and gover nm ent mem- 
bers are required to declare their 
interest in any com pan y up for 
sale following concern by the 
public that senior officials would 
snap op large stakes. 

Claims of interest have to be 
made to the agency within 14 
days of public notice. Issuing 
false or withholding information 
would be - punishable by $636 
fines or five-year prison terms. 

The programme would include 
public offers of shares through 
negotiated or competitive bids 
and management or employee 
buy-outs. Proceeds would be paid 
into a special account at the 
ce n t ra l bank. 

The four major bolding com- 
panies — Zambia Industrial and 
Mining Corp., Industrial De- 
velopment Corp., National 
Hotels Development Corp. and 
National Import and Export 
Corp. wookl be abolished before 
die start of die programme in 
September with the first selection 
of up to 14 firms. 

Zambian Finance Minister 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — In a modest technical rebound after Monday’s heavy 
declines, the Nikkei Average rose 117.93 points to 16,002.41. 

SYDNEY — The All Ordinaries Index followed Tokyo, gaming 
4.4 to 1,609.2. • 

HONG KONG — Shares rebounded to regain the 6,000 level 
despite steep opening losses on world stocks. The Hang Seng 
Index jumped 39.44 points to dose at 6,025.93. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed lower on selling, with 
investment interest still focused on Malaysian stocks on the 
over-the-counter market. The 30-share Straits Times Industrial 
Index fell 11.29 points to 1,434.46. 

BOMBAY — Share prices finished selective high Tuesday in 
erratic trading. The BSE Index rose 15.16 points to 2,870.59. 

FRANKFURT — The DAX Index rose 10.10 to 1,659.77, 
recovering only a portion of a five PCT plunge since the 
Bundesbank raised interest rates last Thursday. . 

ZURICH — Bargain banting after Monday’s drop helped the SPI 
index regain 15.4 points to 1,128.6. 

PARIS— The CAC-40 fefl 533 points to 1,726.67, its lowest for 
six months. 

LONDON — Strength on Wall Street and revers al of a recent 
mortgage rate rise pot 11.9 points on the FTSE Index, which 
dosed at 2,415.6. 

NEW YORK — FED chairman Alan Greenspan told Congress be 
saw a ’solid trend* towards inflation and U3. economic recovery 
should soon pick up strength. At 1644 GMT the Dow Jones 
Industrials, winch lost 60 points over tire previous two sessions, 
were up 11.62 to 3,31£62. 


AL CAZAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

ANNOUNCES... 

Special summer prices commencing June 20, 

From: JD 5.000 per person 
(In double occupancy) 

Contact AJ Cazar Hotel 
Tel.: 03-314131/314132 
Fax: 03-314133 
Tlx: 62242. 


r Cwetna 'Tel: 634144' 

PHILADELPHIA 


Mel Gibson... in 

BIRD ON A WIRE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, &30. Kh3Q 


Tel: 6251 


AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 
“Ahian New World and 1 


Study: Foreign firms 
do not cheat Uncle 


Emmanuel Kasonde said recently 
the country’s IMF supervised 
economic programme was on 
track despite a severe drought 
which required extra spending. 

Mr. Kasonde tokl reporters 
that by June 30, the govermnenf’s 
revenue collections were ahead 
by two billion kwacha ($14 mil- 
lion) while expenditure was 
under control 

“I am conscious of the feet tins 
is a drought year and we wffl need 
more spending. But a special 
account has been opened at the 
central bank for funding to cover 
additional costs as a result of the 
drought and that should not de- 
rail jis,” be sakL 

“Our economic performances 
wfll remain on track,” he pointed 
out. 

T^wihia, which is fi ghting to 
pare a huge budget deficit and high 
inflation and money supply 
growth, needs, $350 rnfflion to 
import nearly one million tonnes 
of maize from abroad to meet the 
shortfall from the worst drought 
in decades. 

Over $200 minion has been 
secured for the drought prog- 
ramme. 

The country is eipected to re- 
ceive $700 nnllioo in balance of 
payments support for 1992 from 
donors who pledged $13 billion 
last March. 

Dean Mung’omba, deputy 
minis ter in the president’s econo- 
mic office, said Zambia would try 
to persuade countries to write off 
debt and reduce debt servicing at 
the Paris Club meeting scheduled 
for July 20. 

He told reporters 600 million of 
Zambia’s $1 billion annual fore- 
ign exchange earnings from cop- 
per exports went into debt servic- 
ing while the mines needed $400 
mOHon for operations. 

This left the country relying on 
external aid for its balance of 
payments and import needs. 

Zambia has one of the world’s 
highest per capita debts at $73 
billion. 


WASHINGTON (R) — There is 
no evident that foreign com- 
panies working in the United 
States cheat the internal revenue 
service (IRS), despite U.S. politi- 
cians* daims of a $30-bQlion-a- 
year tax scam, said a rep or t re- 
leased Monday. 

“The study concluded that, 
co ntrar y to critics 1 charges IRS 
statistical data do not offer 
enough information to answer the 
allegations that foreign- 
controDed domestic corporations 
are reducing their federal income 
taxes,” said the report. 

The study was conducted by 
acco un ti n g giant KPMG Peat 
Marwick for the Organisation for 
International Investment, a coali- 
tion of big U.S. subsidiaries of 
mostly European firms. 

Earlier this year, lawmakers 
raised the baddies of many fore- 
ign companies by accusing them 
of taking advantage of the com- 
plexities of the U.S. tax code to 
cheat the IRS out of some $30 
bilfion a year. 

They also criticised the IRS for 
failing to be more vigilant of 
foreign companies that operate 
here through U.S. subsidiaries, 
with Japanese companies topping 
the list. 

Democratic presidential 
nominee Bill Clinton, as part of 
his economic programme, has 
said be could raise $45 billion 
over four years by cracking down 


OECD sees French 
budget deficit 
overshooting again 


PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment's budget deficit could 
overshoot considerably its target 
fin 1 this year as tax income again 
falls below expectations, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) has said. 

In predicting a 1992 budget 
deficit of 167 billion francs ($32 
bilfion), the rich nations’ think - 
tank expects the overshoot to be 
even laiger than last year’s 63 per 
cent. . 

But in its half-yearly economic 
outlook, it backs the government 
fine that there is little it can do to 
speed an economic recovery that 
would reverse the fall in income, 
and says France is well placed to 
profit from an upturn in world 
growth. 

The original budget deficit 
target for this year was 90 billion 
francs ($17 billion) although the 
government has already had to 
revise that up to 135 billion francs 
($25-5 billion). 

The 1991 deficit was 132 bflhon 
francs ($25 billion), nearly two- 
thirds more than the brigmal 
target of 81 billion ($153 bilhon.) 

The OECD expects growth in 
France’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) to pick up gradually over 
the next 18 months. 

The annualised rate in the first 
half of this year is put at 1.7 per 
cent, rising to two in the second 
half, 2.7 in the first half of 1993 
and three from July to December 
next year. Growth in the whole of 
1991 was 0.9 per cent. • 

A budget shortfall of 167 bil- 
lion .francs would be 2.25 per cent 


of GDP, up from 1.9 per cent last 
year. The government is adamant 
that it will not breach two per 
cent this year. 

The OECD said the govern- 
ment’s decision to cut the higher 
rate of value added tax on cars 
and many luxury goods in April, 
ahead of the European Commun- 
ity’s 1993 deadline, reduced in- 
come. 

A civil service pay deal and 
measrues to tackle the stubbornly 
hid) jobless rate added nearly 20 
bilhon francs ($3.8 bilfion) to 
state spending, OECD econom- 
ists said. 

But much of the widening of 
the deficit was automatic, the 
result of slow growth. 

“There is little that can be done 
to support activity in the near 
term. In any case, the conditions 
are in place for a moderate recov- 
ery,” the agency said. 

‘The strong franc policy is 
clearly bearing fruit in terms of 
low inflation and improved com- 
petitiveness, and adherence to it 
should provide the best assurance 
that France will be able to profit 
frilly from the incipient world 
recovery,” it pointed out. 

Key elements are~a tight rein 
on the budget deficit and keeping 
interest rates as high as needed to 
keep the franc steady in the Euro- 
pean Monetary System, the EC 
currency grid. 

“The OECD added: “Little 
relief on the interest rate front is 
likely until German rates begin to 
ease in 1993... in real terms they 
are set to remain very high.” 


Show starts at &30 p.m. 


For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 70 square metre salon, 2 bathrooms, 
Danish kitchen, with Danish style furniture. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the United Nations. 

Tel. 682515 


DUTY FREE CAR 

Nissan Skyline. 2.8 GT, automatic, full options. 
Price: JD 4,000 

Call 605420 between 3:30 p.m.- 8 p.m. or weekend. 


Villa For Rent 

Prestigious location and panoramic view. Rabieh quarter (Um 
Utheinah). Unfurnished 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, central heating, 
telephone, garden, well etc. 

☆ At reasonable rate. - 

Contact tel. 602632 


FOR SALE 

Two , unplated, excellent condition Range 
Rovers, 88 & 89 models. Prices are also excel- 
lent. 

Please call 828808 


Furnished Apartment In Shmeisani 
For Rent 

3 bedrooms, two toilets; L-shaped salon, 
2nd floor, no lift. 

Tel. 681850 or 820363 


Currency chaos 
grips Lebanon 


on foreign companies’ tax pay- 
ments. 

. But die Peat Marwick report 
found no sizable discrepancy be- 
tween the tax payments made by 
U.S. and foreign companies. 

“Foreign-controlled companies 
operating in flic U.S. paid an 
“effective income tax rate’ — 
taxes as a percentage of net worth 

— dose to that paid by all other 
corporation between 1983 and 
1988,” the study found. 

Foreign-run companies paid an 
average rate of about 2.1 percent 
against 2.2 per cent for all other 
firms, it added. 

In 1988, tiie last year for which 
IRS data were available, foreign 
companies paid $5.8. bilfion in 
federal income tax, a 58 per cent 
gain over $43.4 bSoan 1983, 
Peat Marwick said. 

The report was released one 
day before the House of Repre- 
sentatives Ways and Means Com- 
mittee was due to consider leg- 
islation sponsored by tine panel's 
powerful chairman, Dan Ros- 
tenkowslti, to change income tax 
laws for multinationals. 

The bill would force fordgn- 
owned companies to report a 
minimum level of taxable income 

— a plan fiercely opposed by 
most multinationals winch blame 
heavy start-up costs and other tax 
write-offs for the discrepancy in 
their IRS payments. 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
lira tumbled against the dollar 
Tuesday in unofficial trading in a 
chaotic Beirut foreign exchange 
market. 

The central bank refused to 
quote Teal rates for a second 
straight day. Tt issued the same 
rate as last week’s dose, putting 
tiie lira at 1,875 to the dollar for 
information only. 

Dealers said there was no inter- 
bank activity but the fira was 
being exchanged on Beirut’s un- 
official market at a record low of 
2.050 to the dollar compared with 
2,000 on Monday. 

Bankers said the central bank 
did not quote the real value of the 
pound to avoid a leap in the 
official dollar rate caused by huge 
demand for the American curren- 
cy in a one-way market. 

They said no bank, dealer or 
depositor was willing to sell dol- 


lars because of increasing politic- 
al tension. 

Christian opponents of Leba- 
non’s first general elections since 
1972 winch are expected to be 
held tins summer have called for 
a one-day general strike on 
Thursday. 

They want Presklent Elias Hra- 
wfs Syrian-backed government 
to postpone tiie polls until after 
Syria pulls out its troops to east- 
ern Lebanon in September. 

Thousands of workers and 
youths rioted across Lebanon in 
May protesting agaimt the lira’s 
plunge and soaring inflation. 

Western diplomats have said it 
was unclear whether the lira's 
renewed fall would lead to more 
civil strife or if Syrian and 
Lebanese troops would try to 
stamp out trouble at an early 


Russian rouble falls 
sharply against dollar 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
rouble fell sharply against the 
dollar on the Moscow Interhank 
Currency Exchange (MICE) 
Tuesday and ITAR-TASS news 
agency blamed the fall on the 
change in the chairmanship of the 
Russian Central Bank. 

The currency fell to 151.1 to 
the dollar from 135.4 roubles the 
previous week, TASS said. At 
the same time, the volume of 
roubles traded was sharply high- 
er. 

TASS said the fall was due to 
the naming of Viktor Gerash- 
chenko, former bead of the de- 
funct Soviet Gosbank, as Russia’s 
Central Bank head. Mr. Gerash- 
chenko has said money spent 
defending the rouble could have 
been better used elsewhere. 

Mr. Gerashchenko told Inter- 
fax News Agency last weekend 
the Russian Central Bank had 
spend $500 million to defend tiie 
rouble this year. But the money 
could have been better spent 
servicing the foreign debts of the 
former Soviet Union. 

The exchange said $40.56 mil- 
lion changed hands in the session, 
up from $27.73 million at the 
previous session. The bank inter- 
vened on the exchange, but an 
official declined to give any de- 


tails. • , 

The central bank has used the 
rate set on the MICE-exchange as 
its single official rate since tiie 
start of this month. 

Meanwhile, the State Statistics 
Committee reports in the news- 
paper Izvestia that Russia’s over- 
all production fell more than 13 
per cent in the first six months <of 
1992 compared with the same 
period last year. 

Russian oil production drop- 
ped by 13 per cent — a dedme-of 
32 million tonnes — compared 
with the first half of 1991, tife 
government said. 

Production declines his Rus- 
sia’s energy sector especially 
hard, the government reported. 

Exports of oil, natural gas and 
other fuel — Russia's main 
source of foreign currency earn- 
ings — dropped 35 per cent com: 
pared with the first half of last 
year. Famin g from these exports 
were $15.4 billion lower. 

Monday’s Izvestia article pre-; 
dieted that the poor production 
figures would not immediately 
lower the living standards of 
ordinary Russians, but added? 
“They will undoubtedly influence 
the republic's pace of economic 
development in the near future.*' 


Buying spree causes 
import pile-up 
in China ports 


BEIJING (R) — China’s import 
buying spree this year is jamming 
ports with shiploads of wheat and 
other commodities that cannot be 
unloaded, and officials fear the 
congestion can only get worse. 

“Transport facilities have been 
unable to keep up with the fast 
development of the economy,” a 
transport ministry spokesman 
said by telephone. 

The official China Daily 
blamed importers who it said 
were blindly {daring orders now 
that tiie central government has 
gjven fast economic growth a 
green light. 

“Many foreign trade com- 
panies continue to order exces- 
sive imports regardless of their 
actual demand and limited stor- 
age conditions,” tiie newspaper 
said. 

Main ports handled 288 million 
tonnes of cargo in the first five 
months of the year, up 14.6 per 
cent on the same period last year, 
tiie newspaper said. 

Foreign shippers in Shanghai 
said cargos of imported wheat 
must sometimes wait up to a 
month before being unloaded. 
Other bulk shipments were simi- 
larly tied up. 

“It is mostly grains and timber 
that are having a hard tune,” said 
one shipping agent who asked not 
to be identified. 

A spokesman for the Shanghai 
Port Authority confirmed that 
facilities were congested, but de- 
clined to give details. 

The China Daily said other 
ports at Dalian, Tianjin. Qing- 
dao, Ningbo and Canton had - 
similar difficulties. 


It added that officials were 
worried that the tong-jam of car- 
go ships would continue to 
worsen as more and more import 
orders arrived for delivery. 

China rapidly boosted imports 
this year after die government 
declared an official end to a 
three-year austerity programme. 

In the first five months of 1992, 
imports rose by 21.4 per cent over 
the same period last year, accord- 
ing to official statistics. 

Although China has sought to 
expand port facilities, officials 
admit that progress has been 
slow. 

“It takes a long time to build a 
real port.” the transport ministry 
official said. 

The problems have been com- 
pounded by uneven development 
in the north and south. 

While China’s main northern 
ports, which were developed to 
deal with large-scale shipments, 
could load some 24 million tonnes 
of coal year, the southern ports to 
which the coal was sent could 
only off-load about 14 million 
tonnes, the China Daily said. 

The paper said officials were 
scrambling to relieve port conges- 
tion by requutioning additional 
docks belonging to local author- 
ities and caigo owners as well as 
speeding up the process of re- 
moving cargo from the port area. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Renault 21 GTX - Symphonie. yellow plate, model 1989, 
full option (a/c, power stearing, power windows + locks, ■ 
coloured glass, rec.+ cass. player), white cotour. In- 
excellent condition. Price JD 9,000. .J 

Please call teU 645597 
on Thursday between 9 a.m. and- 1 p.m. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

3 bedrooms, guest & dining room, sitting room. 

3 bathrooms, fully furnished equipped kitchen. 

Coll: 616096-616097 ^ 

Between 4.00 & 6.00 PM. 



.-Stott. 
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SARAJEVO (Agencies) — U.N. 
peacekeepers dodged mortar 
rounds at Sarajevo Airport 
Tuesday, struggling to keep going 
an airlift of humanitarian supplies 
for thousands of civilians trapped 
by war in the Bosnian capital. 

The airport was reopened 
Tuesday morning allowing sever- 
al cargo planes to land with 
desperately-needed supplies for 
some 380,000 civilians trapped in 
Sarajevo. 

But U.N. forces were then 
forced to suspend flights after 
several mortar rounds hit die 
airport. Operations were re- 
sumed about 90 minutes later, 
.according to a spokesman for the 
U.N. commander in Sarajevo, 
General Lewis Mackenzie. 

The airport, the lifeline sup- 
plying food and medicine for the 
city's beleaguered civilians, was 
dosed all day Monday by heavy 
fighting among Bosnia's Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs. 

It was the first halt in U.N. 
mercy flights which began on July 
3 to try to help civilians cut off by 
a three-month siege of die dty by 
Serbian irregular forces. 

U.N. officials said the airport 
was dosed on Monday after com- 
ing under a blistering assa ill dur- 
ing which mortar' rounds hit a 
hanger, the runway and seven 
vehicles. Two Canadian U.*\ 
peacekeepers were wound: d 
lightly. 

The warring factions traded 
fire with light arms in seve-al 
■districts of Sarajevo Tuesday be- 
fore turning their mortars briefly 


on the airport. 

The opening of the airport by 
the United Nations on July 3 
followed months of negotiations 
with the warring factions. 

Residents were slowly starving 
at the time because of blockade 
of the dty by the Serb irregulars 
opposed to fee independence of 
the former Yugoslav Republic. 

The European Community 
meanwhile pressed on with its 
peace efforts Tuesday when spe- 
cial envoy Lord Carrington ar- 
rived in Belgrade and began talks . 
with Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

The EC Monday urged the 
United Nations and other inter- 
national organisations to expel 
Yugoslavia for escalating the vio- 
lence in the breakaway Yugoslav 
republic. Serbia, the republic that 
dominates the new, smaller, 
Yugoslavia, is believed to be 
behind most of the fighting. 

Germany, Switzerland and 
Croatia announced plans Monday 
to take in some of the fleeing 
refugees, but Croatia, another 
former Yugoslav republic, 
announced it would deport 3,300 
other Bosnians who had fled their 
homeland. 



A Serb fighter, hi a bulletproof vest, takes cover behind a stone wad 
during recent fighting {n the Bosnian town of Mostar 


In Zagreb, the capital of 
Croatia, a U.N. refugee official 
asked the Croatian government 
to take in 4,000 people fleeing 
Bosanski Novi, a town across the 
border in Bosnia. 

“There is an evident tactic of 
‘ethnic cleansing* presently taking 
place in Bosanski Novi,” Jose 
Maria Mediluce, the U.N. offi- 


cial, said in a letter. 

Ethnic cleansing refers to the 
kilting or evicting members of 
other ethnic groups and report:- 
Sating the area to make territorial 
claims. The Serbs hav. b~en 
widely accused of sl- m ‘ ctics, as 
have Muslim and C oat groups to 
a lesser degree. 

Mate Granic, minister in 
charge of refugee, said Croatia 
would accept th refugees but 
hoped to ( if'cate them later. 

Croatian officials also said they 
were sending 3,500 Bosnian con- 
scripts who fled occupying Serb 
forces in northern Bosnia to 
mainly Croat-populated regions 
in Bosnia's southwest. The re- 


fugees are mostly ethnic Croats, 
but relief officials denied they 
were practicing a kind of reverse 
ethnic cleansing. 

The United States Monday 
blamed Serbian forces for the 
latest fighting in Sarajevo and 
urged ail sides to observe a cease- 
fire agreement that was to have 
taken effect Sunday. 

“We firmly believe that the 
Serbian ride, which launched a 
war of expansion against Bosnia 
and has engaged in the despicable 
practice of ethnic deansing, bears 
the lion’s share of blame for the 
current sad situation,” State De- 
partment spokesman Joseph 
Snyder told reporters. 


Koreas 
reach 
stalemate 
in nuclear 
spute 


s 


SEOUL (R) — North and South 
Korea failed to make any prog- 
ress in nuclear inspection talks 
Tuesday, undermining already 
shaky prospects for a new era of 
cooperation. 

The stalemate is a blow for 
relations, unproved slightly this 
week with the visit to the South of 
North Korean Deputy Premia 
and Foreign Trade Minister Kim 
Dal-Hyon. 

The visit, the highest-level eco- 
nomic exchange between the two 
rival states, raised southern hopes 
that Pyongyang might make some 
concessions in the nuclear issue in 
a bid to restart moves towards 
detente. 

The South, fearing the North is 
close to building a midear bomb, 
has made mutual inspection of 
nuclear facilities a condition for 
closer economic and political ties. 
But the two sides cannot agree on 
agreements for inspections. 

“Today’s joint Nudear Control 
Committee failed to reach any 
agreement because the North 
maintained its previous posi- 
tion,” a southern spokesman said 
at the end of a three-hour meet- 
.ing at the border town of Pan- 
munjom. 

"To ensure thorough and effec- 
tive mutual nudear inspections, 
no site or facility, civilian or 
military, should be granted sanc- 
tuary or exception,” be said. 

The North-South Nuclear 
Committee, established in March 
with the goal of transforming the 
Korean peninsula Into a nuclear- 
free zone, will meet again on 
Aug. 31. 

“ft is not likely the nudear 
question will be resolved at an 
early date as the North continues 
to delay inspections,” the spokes- 
man said. 

■ The North maintains its nuc- 
lear programme has a dean bill of 
health after inspections by the 
International Atomic -Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in May and 
Jude. 

^The IAEA reported that Pyon- 
gyang's nudear development was 
not a threatening stage. But 
suspicious stfl linger in Seoul 
that the North may sucessfully 
have hidden some of its facilities 
from the IAEA. 

T Northern Deputy Premier Kira 
meanwhile spent the third day of 
iris scheduled week-long visit to 
the South touring industrial sites 
in provincial areas. He was due to 
meet President Rob Tae-Woo la- 
ter this week. 

* • Mr. Kim has skirted the nuc- 
lear issue, saying he would limit 
discussions to economics. But 
'South Korean officials said Mr. 
Roh .was likely to bring up the 
subject. 

Mr. Kim's delegation Tuesday 
expressed displeasure about 
South Korean news reports de- 
scribing the North's rigidly- 
planned economy; as bankrupt. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Georgia plane crash foil rises to 43 


MOSCOW (R) — At least 43 people, including about 30 
residents, died when a cargo plane crashed into a suburban area in 
the Georgian capital Tbilisi Monday. Radio Russia said. “About 
30 (local) inhabitants died,” the radio said. Earlier, Tengiz 
Epitashvili, bead of the Georgian Police's Transport Department, 
told local reporters: “Seven crew members and sir people 
accompanying the cargo were killed.” “The plane crashed 
because it was overloaded,” Mr. EpitashvU 1 added, officials said 
the plane, loaded with a commercial cargo of tea. had been 
unable to gain altitude as it look c .om the Transcaucasian 
country's main airport. It was heading for the southern Russian 
resort town of Miueralnye Vody. 


U.S. aircraft crashes, 7 killed 


WASHINGTON (R) — All seven peopL aboard a V-22 Osprey 
aircraft that crashed Monday in the P> tomac River south of 
Washington are presumed dead, a Marir ■ Corps spokesman said. 
. lie sr- V 'f man said it was not known if ,.:ose jailed w. military 
or civilian. The cause of the crash was under ic .igarion. The 
crash occurred about 80 kilometres south of Wash...gton while the 
Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft was flying to a ba c ? at Ouantico. 
Virginia, from Eglin Air Force Base in Florida i, ■: tesung. The 
Osprey can land and take off like a helicopter and then tilt its 
engines forward and fly like an airplane. CNN said the craft 
“dropped as it was making its transition from its plane mode... 
into its helicopter, hovering mode.” 


Palermo 
mayor 
quits after 
anti-mafia 
protests 


Haitian boat sinks; 50 feared dead 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — More than 50 Haitians are thought to 
have drowned when a sailboat crammed with refugees capsized in 
squally weather 20 miles north of the capital, independent Radio 
Metropole reported. Metropole said only five of the 58 people 
aboard the boat, which sank Sunday near the coastal town of - 
Cabaret, were known to have survived. Fifteen bodies had so far 
been recovered, the broadcaster said. 


Bus crash kills 25 in Guatemala 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — Twenty-five people, most of them 
teenage dancers, were killed in a bus crash on a Guatemalan 
mountain road, authorities said. Th^ bus, which was carrying a 
ballet troupe from the Mexican, city of Ciudad Juarez to a folk 
festival in the Guatemalan town of Antigua, plunged into a ravine 
Sunday night after its brakes failed, the Guatemalan Fire 
Department said in a statement. 


‘Child labour exploding’ throughout world 


WASHINGTON (R) — Hundreds of millions of children around 
the world are being forced to work, often at dangerous or illegal 
jobs, and a rising number of them have become prostitutes or 
drug runners, a study said. “Child labour is a serious and alarming 
problem in many parts of the world,” the study by the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) said. “Many (children) 
are employed illegally or m dangerous conditions that maim and 
kill them, while others grow up without education and conde- 
mned to lifelong poverty,” the group said in the report. It said 
some as young as five and as many as 25 per cent of all children 
between the ages of 10 and 14 in some regions are estimated to be 
working. 

King returns to Lesotho 


PALERMO, Sicily (Agencies) — 
As Italy marked the assassination 
of an anti-mafia crusader with 
silent protests, the mayor of 
Palermo resigned Tuesday to call 
national attention to the plight-of 
his dty bloodied by mob mur- 
ders. 

“Palermo says, ‘basta*. 
(enough),” Mayor AldQ Rizzo 
told a televirion newcasL “Paler- 
mo wants peace, no more of these 
massacres, but i; can’t ac. jmplish 
this by itself.” 

Mr. Rizzo's resignation came 
as news reports said as many as 
seven of ’16 deputy prosecutors 
assigned to mafia cases in the 
Palermo area planned to quit 
following the bombing Sunday 
that killed Judge Paolo BorseDino 
and five police bodyguards. 

Judge BorseBino's colleague. 
Judge Giovanni Falcone, was 
assassinated on May 23 with his 
wife and three bodyguards. - 

There have been no arrests in 
either case. 


Bush 
calls for 
renewal, 
Clinton 
for change 


As 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date Bill din too rides his cam- 
paign bus urging voters to try a 
new generation of leadership, 
.President George Bush is tooting 
his experience and says his goal is 
to “renew America.” 

Instead of saying ‘change’, I 
might say ‘renew American’,” 
Mr. Bush told Republican rallies 
in 27 states via satellite on Mon- 
day night. “We're basically 
strong and we’re basically sound 
— so I like that word ‘renewal*.” 
Mr. Bush was trying to blunt a 
Clinton appeal, which seemed td 
be winning friends, that “it’s time 
for change in America.” 

Mr. Clinton and his vice pres- 
idential candidate, AJ Gore, nave' 
rolled up one of the largest poll 
margins favouring a Democrat in 
the last 40 years with 3 Vi months 
to go until the election. 

A poll Monday by USA Today , 
Cable News Network and the 
Gallup Survey Organisation 
showed Mr. Clinton leading Mr. 
Bush 56 per cent to 28 per cent 
nationwide. 

But leaders of both the Clinton 
and Bush campaigns say the gap 
will narrow and predict a hard 
race in the coming months. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Gore 
Tuesday were on the fifth day of a 
1,000- mile campaign bus trip 
through steel town, farmland and 
cities to gee up support ahead of 
the Nov. 3 election. 

Large, enthusiastic growds 
have greeted diem, and they plan 
visiting Indiana , Vice President 


Dan Quayle’s home state. 

Mr. Bush was beaded Tuesday 
for Pennsylvania to stress his 
proposals for revamping Amer- 
ica’s education system and to 
New Jersey to talk about bow the 
end of the cold war has matte the 
country safe from nuclear attack. 

The president, in his 
to the rallies, said he was 
dent people would vote him in for 
four more years. 

And in doing, so be made a 
gentle reminder of the “charae? 
ter question” facing Mr! CXntbn 
by talking about his own charac- 
ter. 

“On Nov. 3, the American 
people will make a choice, and 
they’ll decide who has it takes — 
who has the experience, the in- 
tegrity and the character to lead 
this great nation into a new era, a 
new century. 


In protests organised tr .tali an 
unions, TV stations baited prog- 
rammes for 10 minutes, trading 
on foe Milan Stock Exchange 
stopped for 5 minutes and police 
in Rome halted traffic in the 
capital for one minute at 11 a.m. 


Confident though be may be, 
the president seems on the verge 
of pulling Secretary of State 
James Baker into the White 
House in a sign of desperation to 
help his sputtering campaign. 

Republican sources said Mon- 
day that they expected Mr. Baker 
to either resign or take a leave of 
absence from the State Depart- 
ment to become a special consel- 
lor to Mr. Bnsh to chart an 
agenda for a second term. 

President George Bush broke 
Monday from his above- the-fray 
re-election strategy to jab at Mr. 
Clinton while the Democratic 
nominee boasted be would end 
the U.S. health care crisis if he 
won the presidency. 

Mr. Bush had vowed to pursue 
a White House strategy of re- 
maining “presidential” for the 
summer and putting off attacks 
on Mr. Clinton until after the 
Republican national convention 
in mid- August. 


Delhi may evict Hindus 
from Muslim shrine 

1ELHI (R) 
government 


NEW DELHI (R) <— India’s 
federal government threatened 
Tuesday to use force to evict 
Hindu fundamentalists bmkfing a 
grand temple beside an ancient 
Muslim shrine, a con tr o ver sy that ' 
has ignited iefigkms riots. 

“Wc will, dear the area of 
devotees now engaged in btnlcfing 
the temple if die state govern- 
ment refuses to honour its consti- 
tutional obligations,” Home (In- , 
tenor) Monster Shmlqurao Cara- 
van told parliament. 

At least seven people !fcwe bce»t- 
kiQed and more than 100 injured 
in rioting- sparked by the start of 
construction of the temple in the 
Hindu pilgrimage town of 
Ayodhya in the northern state of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The Uttar Pradesh government 
is ruled by' the Hindu revivalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party, the main 
federal apposition party. The 
state government has already said 
it will not use force to oust 
thousands of Hindus from the 
disputed site, where a mosque 
bunt in 1528 now stands. 

Mr. Chavan told parliament 
amid psixteroopiuin . from agi- 
tated members that Ira would wait' 


until he beuff from die Uttar 
Pradesh government about its 
efforts to evict the temple work- 
ers peacefully before taking airy 
action. 

The Supreme Court was ex- 
pected to rale lat» Tuesday 
-(around 1230 GMT) whether the 
building work, violates lower 
court orders banning construction 
on the disputed land around the 
mosque. 

Political analysts expect the 
federal government to take action 
after the cdurt ruling. 

The Indian army staged a show 
of force in the so u t h ern state of 
Kerala Itaesday after five people 
were killed and 75 injured in two 
days of communal riots over the 
temple, pofice in the state capital 
of Trivandrum said. 

Another two people were kil- 
led and more than 30 injured in 
religious over the temple 

in foe wes ter n state of Maharash- 
tra, news agency reports sakL 

The Ayodhya dispute has con- 
tributed to the fall of two national 
governments and kindled riots in 
which more than 2,000 people 
have been killed over the past 
three years. 


U.N. threatens to cut 
aid from Khmer Rouge 


UNTIED NATIONS (R)— The 
Security Council is considering a 
resolution that would deny inter- 
national aid to foe Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas if they persist in defying 
a U.N. -sponsored' peace agree- 
ment for Cambodia. 


Diplomats said Tuesday they 
expected the resolution, drawn 


up by the United States, Britain, 
France, China and Russia, to be 
adopted by file Council during a 
formal debate before the end of 
the week. 

The Khmer Rouge, responsible 
for the deaths of one mil Ho n 
people when they held power 
from 1975-1979, is the only one of 
four factions which has refused to 
disarm and regroup its forces. 


under Paris agreements it signed 
last October. 

The resolution does not _illfor 
total sanctions, snefa as punish- 
ment for neighbouring states Hke 
Thailand, whose military is* said 
to trade in gems and other goods 
with fira Khmer Rouge. 

It urges all states “in particular 
neighbouring countries” to help 
the U.N. Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia (UNTAC) imple- 
ment the agreement. 

Thailand, which shares a bor- 
der with Cambodia and is home 
to more than 350,000 refugees, is. 
under pr e ss ur e by its Western 
allies to intervene with the 
Khmer Rouge, along with China, 
its main supporter in the Cambo- 
dian civil war. 


Paper says Hitler remains 
may be in Moscow prison 


BONN (R) — Adolf Hitler’s 
charred corpse was moved from 
its last resting place in eastern 
Germany in 1970 and could now 
be in a Moscow prison, the news- 
weekly Der Spiegel said. 

Hie magazine, whose televi- 
sion company last week reported 
the dictator’s remains were 
buried in Magdeburg in late 1945, 
quoted a Soviet historian as 
saying '‘smart people” wanted to 
keep them from falling into the 
hands of old Nazis. 

“But these people, according 
to a rumour among Soviet veter- 
ans, have still not destroyed the 
last bits of Hitler but brought 
them to Moscow and buried them 
in foe Lefortovo Prison,” Spiegel 
wrote.- 

SpiegeKTV reported last week 
the corpses of Hitler and his wife 
Eva Braun, burned by his aides 
after their suicide, were packed in 
Soviet munitions crates and hid- 
den in several places near Berlin 
before being buried in Magde- 
burg. 

It showed films of two former 
Soviet military intelligence offic- 
ers pointing out foe garage yard 
where they had buried the re- 


mains but said the corpses had 
not yet been found. 

The magazine, publishing the 
latest theories about Rider’s re- 
mains alongside newly-found di- 
aries of his propaganda chief 
Joseph Goebbels, quoted former 
Soviet journalist and historian 
Lev Besymenski as saying foe 
bodies were removed in 1970. 

According to -Besymenski, 
Soviet doctors performed two 
autopsies on Rider’s corpse and 
buried it at least eight times 
between May 1945 and die mid- 
dle of the next year. 

But they never destroyed it 
because Soviet dictator Josef Sta- 
lin could not believe his German 
counterpart was dead. 

Intelligence officers, knowing 
Stalin' believed Hitler had 
escaped, kept the corpse intact in 
foe hope dray could one day 
prove it was not die Nazi leader, 
he said. 

“The odyssey of Hitler’s corpse 
was based on a nbooma u n wish 
to prove Stalin right,” said Mr. 
Besymenski, who is known in 
Germany fix' uncovering new de- 
tails about the Hitier-Stalin pact 
that led to World War II. 


New AIDS figures show Asia, Africa hardest hit 


MASERU (R) — - Former King Mosboeshoe has returned to 
army-ruled Lestho calling for reconciliation and democracy, but a 
potentially explosive dispute about the role of the monarchy 
remains unresolved. '“A chief is a chief by the will of the people. ? 
King Mosboeshoe told reporters on his return from two years 
exile in Britain, under an agreement brokered by the Common- 
wealth. “Bring rain we are starving,” shouted ecstatic supporters 
when King Mosboeshoe left his limousine to ride with blanket- 
dad horsemen into his drought-stricken village of Matsieng. King 
Moshoeshoe, 54, vowed to campaign for human rights and assist 
the mountain state’s scheduled transition to democratic civilian 
government after six years<*rf army rule. 


Kenyan opposition unites to oust Mol 


NAIROBI (R) — Leaders of Kenya’s main opposition party 
vowed Tuesday to end internal bickering to improve their chances 
of ousting President Daniel Arap Moi in foe country’s first 
multi-party elections in 26 years. Facing an exodus of disillusioned 
members after months of squabbling, foe four leaders said they 
would let voters decide who should spearhead , foe party’s 
challenge to “Moi’s misrule” and work together io end his 13 
years in power. The Forum For the Restoration of Democracy 
(FORD) has spent much of foe. past few months squabbling over 
who should be its leader and presidential candidate whenever Mr. 
Moi decides to hold pluralist elections. 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A million 
people were infected with AIDS 
in the first half of 1992, with 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
and so a th era Asia bearing the 
brant of the killer virus, World 
Health Organisation (W7*0) fi- 
gures show. 

The figures, released in Am- 
sterdam Monday at the eighth 
International Conference on 
AIDS, gave a drilling picture of 
the spread of the pandemic which 
is outrunning the modest progress 
of scientific efforts to combat it. 

“One person is infected every 
15-20 seconds,” said Michael 
Merson, head of the WHO's. 
Global AIDS Programme. 

He said about half the new 
cases of AIDS had occurred in 
the sub-Saharan region, which 
includes many of the world's 
poorest nations, and South and 
South East Asia. ■ 

“Whereas yesterday Aria was 
relatively spared, today transmis- 
sion rates m some areas of South 
■and South East Asia are as high 
as they were a decade ago in 
sub-Saharan Africa and some- 
time during this decade more 
Asian will be newly infected each 
year than Africans,” be said. 

The WHO estimates that 10-12 
million adults and one million 
children worldwide have been in- 
fected with HTV (human im- 
munodeficiency vims), which 
causes foe disease, since file start 


of the pandemic a little more than 
a decade ago. 

Of those infected, more fimn 
two million have developed 
AIDS and most of them have 
died. 

A string of speakers and con- 
ference delegates criticised die 
inertia of governments in con- 
fronting the disease, which 
spread rapidly and jumped across* 
boun daries of gender and sexual 
preference as well as geographic- 
al borders. 

Meison said 80 per cent of 
adult hospital beds in some Afri- 
can cities were already occupied 
by AIDS patients, while other 
speakers noted that some coun- 
tries in Africa spent less than one 

per cent of gross national product 

on health care. 

ft is a real problem in this 
epidemic , getting foe political * 
commitment we need,” said Mr. 
Merson. 

He said that poor countries and 
communities were being hit har- 
dest by the disease. “It is a 
various aide” he said. ‘The 
poor community that is vulner- 
able to AIDS becomes even more 
impoverished by AIDS.” 

_ Lade of international cooper*- 
tion in sharing resources and 
knowledge, as well as official 
discrimination a gainst AIDS stif- 
fens, came in for harsh c riti cis m 
from leading delegates. 

The United States, which was 


foe original venue for the current 
AIDS conference but was re- 
jected because of Washington’s 
visa restrictions barring fore- 
igners^ infected with the vims, 
came m for particular criticism. 

■ “I don’t think President 
(George) Bush is doing anything 
about AIDS... I don't think be 
even knows how to spell AIDS,” 
said actress Elizabeth Taylor, a 
long-time campaigner on behalf, 
of people with AIDS. 

“The fight against AIDS is not, 
and most never be. a fight against 
other people. It is a fight of 
human beings against a virtu,” 
Ms. Taylor told a news confer- 
ence. 

“Only' when we recognise fins 
can we join hands as a global 
community and work, effectively 
to vanquish this terrible 
epidemic.” 


But we do need safe sex.” 

Ms. Taylor has helped raise 
millions of dollars for AIDS re- 
search since actor Rode Hudson, 
a dose friend, died as a result of 
-foe disease in . October 3965. , 

Scientists said Monday it was 
vital to halt the spread of sexually 
transmitted diseasa which’ they 
believe help fuel foe AIDS 
epidemic. 


There was growing evidence of 
a “mutual cydc” of infection .with 
die AIDS vims and diseases Hke 
gonorrhea and syptnfls, Judith 
Wasserhdt of foe U.S. Centres 
:for Disease Control (CDQ told 
the co n fe re nce. 

People with S exua lly. Tr a ns mit- 
ted Diseases (SIDs) could be 
three to five times more vulner- 
able to infection with HIV, she 


Ms. Taylor, founding chairman 
of foe American Foundation for 
AIDS Research, said she sup- 
ported the liberal -Dntch 
approach of handing out free 
needles to drag users and prom- 
oting use of condoms to help 
check foe spread of foe killer 
disease. 


. “The body. -of biological evi- 
dence sup p orti ng tie role of 
STDs in mV infection is 'grow- 
ing,” said Marie Last m the 
Institute for Tropical Medicine in 


Antwerp. 


She criticised the U.S. for hot 
doing the same. 

“Condoms with education is 
safe sex,” declared the veteran 
screen idoL 

“Sex is a God-giveir invention. 


HIV-positive people also' 
appear to nm a high e r risk of! 
developing STDs, said Franks] 

of foe Un iver si ty of 
Nairobi. . t - . 

“Tltefe's faiiiy convincing evi- 
dence.that foe pr c se uuc of HTV 
— became of its effect on the 
imm une system — 

SIDs,” be said. • 


increases... 



Parents to blame 
for sons’ crime 
—Tokyo court 


TOKYO (R) — Three sets of 
Japanese parents were Tuesday 
held partly to blame for the death 
of a man attacked by their teen- ' 
age sons. In the first significant 
civil ruling of its kind, the Tokyo ' 
District Court ruled that parents 
{Shared responsibility for the ac- 
-tiras of their children. The court 
ordered the three 17-year-olds 
and their parents to pay 83 mD- 
■ lira yen ($664,000) in compensa- 
tion to tie relatives of the dead 
man. The three delinquents 
attacked fira 34-year-oki man in 
Toltyo in June 1990 when he 
criticised them for riding around 
wildly on motorbikes. He died a 
month later as a result of his 
injuries. In bis ruling, the judge ' 
said the parents failed to super- 
vise their sons properly, “lira 
incident was an extension of their 
delinqueat lifestyle, with the boys 
hot going to school or work, and 
the parents should also be held 
responsible for failing to super- 
vise their children,” he said. 


Man kills neighbour. 
because dog wet 
on his newspaper 


SANTA CLARA. California 
(AP) — A man foot and killed hist 
neighbour because he thought the 
neighbour’s dog had urinated on 
his newspaper, police said., 
Michael Debaets, 49, was held on 
suspicion of homicide after Sun- 
day’s shooting. He was to be- 
arraigned Tuesday. Police said 
Mr. Debaets and Ins wife, Robin, 
had a history of confrontations 
with neighbour Martin MysKnskj, 
33, over parking, trees, Mr. Mys- 
finski’s dog and fira debaets’ cat 
“This is an ongoing type of thing 
that has gone on for two years 
and possibly more,” SgL Monte 
Macer said. “It’s just a sQly dis- 
agreement that ultimately led to 
murder.” When the Debaets 
found their newspaper wet with 
what they thought was dog urine, 
Mrs. Debaets put it in Mr. Mys- 
Unslri’s convertible. Mr. Myslins- 
ki then threw it back on the 
Debaets* property, and Mrs. De- 
baets threw it bade, police said. 


Chimpanzees 

scuttle 

Nigerian elections 


LAGOS (R) — National Assem- 
bly elections did not take place in 
a remote area of Nigeria’s north- 
ern Kaduna state on Inly 4 be-' 
cause a group of chimpanzees 
attacked the presiding electoral 
officer, state radio reported Mon- 
day. An official report was 
quoted as saying fira elections 
were abando n ed in Bani Kanws 
after the officer was attacked by a 
dozen ehin p tnra ci , while trekking 
to th e poEag station through deep 
forest. The radio did not say 
whether fira officer was hurt 
Voters -in other parts of Nigeria 
elected a 91-seat Senate and 593- 
House of Representatives under 
the military government's phased 
programme to restore foil civilian 
rale on Jan. 2. 


Sylvester Stallone 
hurt on movie set 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sylves- 
ter Stallone was injured doing bis 
own stunts in Italy fra the film 
Cbflhanger, but fira Ram bo and 
Rocky movie star was stitched up 
and back to work in 90 minutes. 
Nine stitches were seeded to 
dose a deep gash in Stallone's 
.right hand, unit publicist Peter 
Sflbennann said in a telephone 
interview with the Associated 
Press from a soundstage outride 
Rome. “Sly Iras been doing 90 
per emit of his stunts and be is 
probably in the best shape of his 
life,” said Sflbennann. “He’s 
fine.’ He came back and reshot 
the scene. They used a lot of 
makeup and a flesh-tone bandage 
t o" cov er foe wound.”' Stallone 
returns to the action-thriller film 
genie in Chffhanger, which co- 
stars John Lithgow and wfll be 
release d next spring. Die Hard 2 
director Reony Harlin is cylWng 
the shots. 


S. Africa, Botswana 
to feed starving 
hippos 


JOHANNESBURG, Sooth Afri- 
c a (AP ) — South Africa and 
.Botswana conservation officials 
wffl work together to feed 120 
storying hippos alrag their com- 
mon bonier, un official said- Re- 
tor Mulder, a South African con* 
teryatk m official, saad insuffioept 
■raring along foe Limpopo River 
-jeanse of drought made it neces* 
“*y t° feed foe hippos. He said 


4 , 


’would continue until fira rainy 
toasra, which usually begins in 
November, Sooth Africa wfll pay 
for fira first, three months iff the 
programme, and Botswana will 
for the other two months, 
Mulder said. 










